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JANE OF FRANCE, 

AM 

HISTORICAL NOVEL. 



The flight of Louis was kept so com- 
pletely secret, and managed with so much 
prudence, that it was entirely unknown 
when a courier announced to Jane his 
arrival beyond the frontieri of Fraince. 
She immediately repaired to the King, 
whom she found with no one but the 
Regent, and after a short preamble, in- 
formed his Majesty that, the Duke of 
Orleans was gone. The Regent displayed 
the utmost indignation at the intelligence, 
hut Jane resumed the lirord and said : 
" The King will one day jiidge less rigo* 
rouslyof him,when he shalUearn by what 
persecutions his patience has been ex- 
hausted. In the nieaa time, madam, he 
Vol. IL B 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z JANE OF FRANCE. 

may in some degree discover it b|;the 
animosity, which has for a long time 
'made you forget that I am your sister. 
All I have to add is that it was I who 
advised and managed his escape.^' 

" Was it you, then," demanded the 
Regent in a tone of the bitterest irony, 
*^ who induced him to fix on Brittany for 
hin asylum ?'* 

** Brittany was the country,** r^Ked 
Jane, *^ nearest to the frontiers. This 
motive alone would suggest the idea, at 
the first mom^it.*' 

^ He will not remain at that court 
then ?'* said Madame. 

'^ Wlhen he dq>arted, it was not his 
Intention to remain there,*' answered 
Jbne. 

^M am better informed than you," 
retorted her sister. *' 1 knew, but I hesi-* 
toted as to believing it, that the envoy of 
Brittany had been sounding him, and had 
given him to understand that, if he would 
aouid Ida ^^ariage, he might aapiie to 
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ike hand of the most bei^utiliil and ac^ 
eoinplished Priiiceas in Europe, Auneof 
Brittany, 

This trait of the blackest malice pro<- 
duced all the effect which Madame de^ 
9ired--it pierced the very goul of Jane. 

'^ I shall always be ready,'' said ahe^ 
^^ to sacrifice myself for him, and never 
will he sacrifice me. Henceforth, mxh 
dam, you can neither astonish nor dia* 
turb me by a calumny/' Having aaid 
these words ^e ro^i took leave of the 
Ring, and departed. 

Genuine senmbility regulates iteelf 
much better than i£} usually imagined; 
Undoubtedly it «$ in the constant habit 
of exaggerating chagrins which might bs 
borne, but it throws alliick veil over lac^ 
rating and irresoiediable pangs. It is tten 
that it summons hope, and naturally smv 
rounds itself with iili^iona. Jane had 
nevm- suffered her thoughts to dwell on 
the mournful reflation that no marriage 
eonld be more e^ily amuiUed than hear 
ii2 
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4 JAKE OF FRANCE. 

own, but when the idea had, in a eon- 
fused form, occurred to her, she had 
repelled it with horror. She had now, 
however, heard the terrible words uttered 
by her sister — they were engraved on her 
imagination and not to be effaced— they 
were like an irrevocable decree against 
her. Shuddering she looked into futurity 
and distinctly saw part of what would hap- 
pen. Annihilated by this prescience, she 
dared not even conceive the project of 
struggling against events, and fixed her 
destiny by yielding to sorrow: 

While this unfortunate Princess aban- 
doned herself entirely to the most de- 
sponding reflections, Louis had finished 
his journey, and reached the court of 
Brittany. Sovereigns alwajs receive fu- 
gitive Princes, whom they have invited 
to their courts, with g^racious generosity ; 
for the vicissitudes of fortune do not ap- 
pear to them striking and impressive, 
except when they overthrow great desti- 
nies. . Hence this friendly reception* and 
these first demonstrations are almost 
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alwiays sincere. On the day after the 
arrival of Louis, there was a very brilliant 
^fete at court, but his attention was fixed 
upon only one object — he saw Anne of 
Brittany for the first time-^he was daz- 
zled and struck with admiration — he 
thought this Princess a thousand times 
superior to the report of her. In' fact, 
she combined the charm of a celestial 
countenance with the regularity of perfect 
beauty, and the grace and elegance of the 
most majestic form. Her manner was 
somewhat distant ; but this noble reserve, 
which was the oflfepring of modesty, was 
tempered by the gentleness of her look, 
and had nothing haughty or imperious in 
it. She repressed without repelling. Louis 
riveted his eyes upon her, and the uneasi- 
ness, which he experienced, was so visible 
that every one observed it. 

He afterwards saw Anne frequently 

and passed the evenings with her. He 

admired her talents, her accomplishments 

and sentiments. He heard a thousand 

B 3 



Digitized by 



Google 



6 JAN* dF PRAlft£. 

afieciJDg proofs of her amiable disposition, 
^nd he became the most ardent of her 
admirers. This new passion, which was* 
in fact the only real one he had ever felt, 
overturned all his ideas and all his pro^ 
jects. That he might resign himself tb 
it without constraint and remorse, ht 
repeatedly sard to himself that Jane had 
fto affection for him, that by her own 
wish he had never availed himself of « 
husband's rig^hts, that the chain which 
united them was only an apparent one, 
and that a simple statement of the truth, 
-transmitted to the court of Rome, would 
restore them both to perfect liberty. Un- 
der the pretext of gratitude Louis took 
care, during his private interviews with 
theDukeof Brittany, to acquaint him with, 
this part of his history. Francis listen^ 
with a degree of interest which by no 
meaDift escaped the observation of Louis, 
and from which he augured most favo- 
rably. Nevertheless, in spite of all his 
efforts to emancipate his imagination 
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ff^om important scraplesi his coosci^ice 
was yiokfitly agitated, and tb^ recalkc-^ 
tion of Jane tonnented and afflicted him. 
'^ She only loves me as a tender sister 
loves a ^brother/' said he to himself. 
** Has the perfect esteem, which for ever 
attaches us toeac& other, need oi such a 
tie as that» by which we are united ; and 
'when Jane betsdf refuse to censaiinmirte 
the marriage thus impeded upon us, was 
it not with intentikm of leaving me in ^ 
possession of my Kberty > I will confide 
to har the secret of tbidattaclmiefit, which 
hasusHurped such empire over me. If I 
perc^eave by her answer, cf which I shall 
weigh every word, that this passion, <rf 
which the consequences may be easily 
foreseen, ^turbs and afflicts her, I will 
reaounce it fbr ever. I will never hesi- 
tate to sacrifice my hairiness to her tran- 
quillity/' In &ct, Louis Bieant to write 
this letter, but had not resolution enoi^h 
to do it ; for he felt that it announced, 
at the same time, a project, or at least 
B 4 
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let wish to annul his marriage. He wrote to 
Jane, but neither spoke of his attachment, 
nor even mentioned Anne of Brittany. 

Meanwhile, the court of France sent 
to Louis , an order for his immediate 
return, under pain of being declared a 
rebel to his King and treated as such. 
On this occasion, Louis issued a sort of 
manifesto which he circulated throughout 
Eurrope, and which contained an account 
of the persecutions he had endured. He 
complained energetically of the regency, 
and vowed that his attachment and fide- 
lity to his sovereign were incapable of 
change. At this period, Louis had been 
two months in Brittany. A short time 
afterwards, an equerry arrived from Jane, 
who brought him letters, stating that all 
his property was seized, and that proceed- 
ings were instituted against him with the 
greatest rigour. This equerry was charged 
by Jane with another commission, viz : 
to observe what was passing at the court 
of Brittany, particularly every thing which 
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bore reference to the Duke of Orleans, 
for the purpose of rendering a faithful 
account to her. The man, fixed upon 
to execute this mission, couW not have 
been better chosen. He was one of those 
old servants, who were often to be seen 
at the palaces of Princes in ancient times, 
but who would now be soug^ht for in vain. 
They no longer exist, since jail ideas of 
respect and strict subordination have 
been annihilated. This man, who was 
entirely devoted to his mistress, made all 
the proofs of his attachment consist in the 
most perfect obedience, and the most 
scrupulous punctuality. .His profound 
respect did not allow him to reflect on 
ihe orders he received, and to foresee the 
consequences. He never, commented 
upon them, but knowing what was pre- 
scribed to him, thought this knowledge 
sufficient. In the present case, his re* 
spectful discretion interdicted the use of 
everyspecies of penetration and sagacity. 
When this equerry returned to Paris> 
t B 5 
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Jiatte interfogaied hitn 'with tfemblin^ 
di*ead, well knotrtUg lliat she iva» about 
to hear the whole truth. " Do^ your 
ftoyal Highness,'^ said he, " commtod 
me to coiicfeal flothingP* 

^* 1 require it positively,** answers! 
Bhe. 

• ** iThen, madam," returned the equer- 
ry,** all die world says that the Duke is 
passionately in love with the PridcesB of 
Britamiy/' 

" What proo:fe are there of this?** 
demanded Jane. 

** At the lasrt tournament,'* replied 
her messenger, " his Royal Highness wore 
Ihre eolour^ of the Princess/' 

" That was a mere act of gallantiy,*^ 
said Jane. " What are these colours ?** 

^* Yellow and gridelin," answered the 
equerry. " At this tournament the Duke 
Was slightly wounded, and the Princess 
swooned.** 

" Great Heaven !** exclaimed Jane, 
•* was the wound bf consequence, thfen ? 
you conceal the truth.** 
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«< Of that I am incapable,'" said her 
trusty servant. ^' I repeat that it was of 
no importance; Iwrt when the Princess 
saw blood flow. .. /* 

'' Blood r repeated Jane. 

"It was only a Yifdent excoriation/' re>- 
plied the equity. " I had the honor 
of paying my reipects to hiaJRoyil Higfa^ 
yiess on the following day, and it had al<^ 
ready disappeared/' 

<* You are sore, then, that no bad 
consequences resulted from the accident,^ 
said Jane. 

" None, madam," returned he. '^ I 
did not come away 'till ten days after- 
wards, and left his Royal Highness in 
perfect health.'' 

'^ Proceed with your recital," said the 
Duchess^ 

*' He had abandqDed his device of 
bees,* and at the tournament there were 

* Tfaedeme of this Piiooc waft» in foet, « nuoi- 
ber of bect^ and when he aftehranda aacondad tka 
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12 JAXE OF FRANC£. 

inscribed upon his buckler the words, 
Hope and Mjfstery. 

" A derice at a tournament signifies 
nothing/' observed Jane. 

" Pardon me, madam/' answered her 
messenger, " the miatter was thus ex- 
plained. HisRoyal Highness ha^ told the 
Duke of Brittany (so much is certain) 
that you would readily consent to the 
dissolution of his marriage, and that he 
could then espouse the Princess, by 
whom he is beloved. Nevertheless, it is 
known that his Royal Highness has many 
scruples, and that he has not yet made 
any declaration to the Princess, who, on 
her part, tries as much as possible, to 
conceal her sentiments, but in vain ; for 
she is perfectly virtuous, and *' 

" Enough!'' interrupted Jane, who 
could no longer suppress her violent emo- 



throne, his amiable qualities caused these apposite 
• words to be used, in allusion to hw device : <* The 
King has no sting, ^* 
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tion, " Go — ^I thank you for your zeal 
and sincerity/* 

The equerry retired. Jane was seated 
directly opposite to a portrait of the Duke 
of Orleans, and raising her eyes, which 
were full of tears, to this painting, she 
exclaimed: ^^ It is accomplished then. 
You will abandon and renounce me. — 
Yet yolir heart had again tied the fatal 
knot, which you now wish to break. 
Still do^ those enchanting words sound in 
my ear : ^ Return — it is I who summon 
thee — it is thy husband!* — I was des- 
cending peaceably into the tomb, and 
only retut'ned to life for the purpose of 
devoting to you my existence. — You de- 
ceived me.— What do you wish to become 
of me now, left, as I am, alone, rejected 
and forgotten ? — Oh, how debased and 
fallen shall I feel when you are no longer 
my lord, when I shall no longer bear the 
cherished name, which constituted all 
my pride and glory ! — You have deprived 
me of every thing-i-eveti of your confi- 
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deace.— -It h thtough the public voic^ 
that I learn your new sentiments and 
hopes. One consolation, hot^^er, I 
still retain ; I can at kast still serve ycm^*- 
—At these words Jane wiped away tK^ 
tears, with which she was inundated. 
j8he took her pen, and wrote the foU 
lowing letter to the Duke of Orleans. 

** It is no ionger from yourself that 1 
learn your secrets. I am reduced to the 
situation of being obliged to discover 
themi What can you fear with respect 
to a friend, who wishes notliing but your 
happiness ? I am not your consort— you 
are free, and I will declare this in every 
iotm th$t can be useful to you. I might 
perhaps be allowed to despise the love 
which I never knew, except from witness^ 
ing the errors into which it has so ott&tt 
led you: but you have tio right to despise 
friendship. You yourself have felt ite 
generous impulse, and you know that all 
its inspirations are pure Bxyi disinterested. 
Address me, then, Dvith perfect frau^issfi, 
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and tihtyt nil, do hot doubt iny 2eal in 
executing ymt will. 1 cannot henceforth 
prove my tenderness, except by my pro- 
found 8ubmission.-^t authorise you to 
fthew this letter to every peiBOn, who 
can possibly t^ke umbrage at the name 
which I still bear/' 

Jane occupied more than two hourd in' 
writifrg this letter, so painfiil wte it to 
her feelings, and so aniious was she ^uly 
to weigh every expression. After having 
folded and sealed it, she laid it on the ta- 
ble, and looked at it with a kind of terror, 
jtrom a conviction that it decided her des- 
tiny. A thousand diiferent ideas passed 
in a confused manner through her imagi- 
nation. Love advised her not to be pre- 
cipitate in coming to so fetal a decision — 
die heard the suggestion, but an idea, 
which nothing could remove, overpow- 
ered every other. She repeated : " He 
adores Anne of Brittany, and his iaffec- 
tion is returned. Perhaps this union 
may be useful to France, and I ought to 
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16 JANE OF FRAl^CS. 

sacrifice myself/' From this moment 
she made a vow that she would. 

The Couiltei^ de Dunois was summon- 
ed into Brittany by her husband, and 
was about so depart immediately. Jane 
confided the abo.ye letter to her care. 
The Countess was not able to console 
her royal friend ; for she knew, by her 
husband's letters, that Louis was ena- ^ 
moured of Anne beyond measure, and 
that every day appeared to add to the vio- 
lence of his passion. When Jane took 
leave of the Countess, she felt an inde- 
scribable dejection. " Adieu, dear Ag- 
nes,'* said she, *^ adieu. Your absence 
is about to deprive me of my only re- 
maining consolation. This sad heart 
will, henceforth, never po&r out its aflOlic- 
tion. Silence and sorrow must be my ^ 
only future companions." 

" Ah, madam," replied the Countess, 
*' who can penetrate into futurity ? Why 
may we not hope that you will obtain the 
reward of so much pain, constancy and 
virtue ?'* 
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'* Alas/' answered the Princei»s, " too 
well 1 know that when a passion is. ge- 
nuine, and has nothing criminal in its na^ 
ture^ it is incurable— but a single word 
can dissolve my unfortunate union/' 

" When he saw you dying," said the 
Countess de Punois, " he solemnly pro- 
mised to ratify, his former vows, and if 
instead of authorising an odious rupture, 
you remind him of this sacred promise, 
arid avow your. secret sentiments, honor, 
gratittide, and the most tender esteem 
.will (easily exp^l this new passion from 
his mind/' 

. " I do not dou^)t it,** answered Jane, 
*' but this would be to asH the sacrifice 
of his happiness, and that of a connection 
important to the welfare of France, He 
loves a young Princess, who is wise, vir- 
tuous, and in the fiill bloom of health. 
He may expect to have children as lovely 
as their mother — a happiness which the 
presuniptive heir to the throne ought ar- 
deptly to desire. This Princesis too may 
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he the cause^ through such an idttanee, 
cmT hereafter securing to France a rich 
and beautiful province. And shall I, 
irhose deformity and Imogiiidhing state of 
health ought to c<mdamn me to celibacy 
— -1, to whom love is an inconceivable 
folly, deprive him of so many advantages? 
Shall I, like a bad patriot, a cruel friend, 
and a ridiculous vromaft) entsttlmisfor* 
tunes on him, and defeat his brilliant des^ 
tiny ? Shall I, at the very moment that he 
is intoxicated with the rs^>tttres of love, 
avow an insensate (MSsioU) which ht 
could not return, even if his heart wer^ 
perfectly free ?— No, rafther let tne die/' 

'' Well, Madam," said the Countess, 
" your piety is at least a pledge for your 
firmness.^ 

•* Yes,**answered Jane, "I will be firm; 
I will endeavour to divert my mind from 
gloomy thoughts by all the mesmsi in my 
power.! will devote a still greater portion 
of my attention to the unfortunate. I will 
be surrounded by them^ and neither wt 
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mt he» any other p€rsf>fts. Oh, wbeft 
I listen to the language of affliction, what 
will I not do to impart consolation ? I 
8^11 doubtless feel that misfortune is not 
always devoid of indemnification, for it 
^alte piety and inspires benevolence. 
Go, dear Agnes4 Speak to him dome* 
times of me — describe me to him as I 
o^bt to be a(nd shall be, calm, submis- 
sive and resided. Let him not lose the 
recollection of his unfortunate friend, 
but IM him remember her without unea^ 
siness and remorse/' 

No sooner had the Countess left Paris 
tiMtn Jane assumed a feigned name, am) 
went to visit the pris<His, accompanied 
Oftly by a femme'tte^hambre. She libe* 
rtrted a crowd of unfortunate people de- 
tained for debt, and softened the rigours 
of captivity, in cases where release was * 
impossible. In the course of these bene- 
volent visits she one d^y perceived, at 
the foot of a lonaU staircase, a door so 
low and narrow that a man could scarce- 
ly liass ttkroogh tt, by stooping m much 
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70 JANB OF FRANCE. 

as possible. She asked the jailor what 
this door opened into. " A dungeon/* 
wa$ the answer. 

" A dungeon!" exclaimed Jame. . " Is 
it inhabited?'' 

" Yes/' answered he. " The sdme man 
has been seven years in it." 

" May, I see him?" demanded Jan^. 

" JSo,*' replied the jailor, " he is im- 
prisoned au secret. He has never seen 
a single person except myself, since he 
was brought hither. I carry him his 
bread and water every morning, but I 
never speak to him. He is not allowed 
to receive any letters, nor has he the 
mean^ of writing any. His relations 
(if relations he has) are ignorant what is 
become of him. I received the strictest 
orders respecting him." 
• " Who gave them ?" asked Jane. 

** That I am not allowed to tell," an- 
swered the jailor. 

^' How old is this unfortunate man ?" 
said she. 

'* He was twenty years of age when 
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he came hither," returned her conductor, 
*.* but he is since grown very old. His hair 
is white and he is bent almost double/* 
' **I wish much to converse with him/* 
replied the Princess. *^ Take this purse 
'—it contains twenty louis. I promise to 
double it and to preserve the strictest se- 
.crecy, if you will allow me to enter this 
dungeon. I pledge myself also for the 
discretion of my attendant. Consider 
that my only object is to do a good ac- 
tion, and that I shall certainly not defeat 
it by betraying your confidence." 

" It is true," said the jailor, *' that 
you seem of too kind a nature to do any 
harm.— ^ Well then, I will confide in you, 
and tell you all. — This poor young man 
is confined by order of the Regent. He 
was sent hither during the life of the late 
King, becaiis^ she thought that; he had 
written ' a. satirical , sohgi against her, but 
that was never proved." 

" Alas," exclaimed Jane, " how can 
.aatiy^ ode have so vindictive land barbarous 
a disposition!" 
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White she uttered these woids, sjie 
duraght of L0tii9, imd thanked Heaten 
tbsA he was absent. 

** But mum'/' said the jailor. '' She 
18 the Regent now and next to almighty/' 

^^ IjssA me into the du^geon/^ «aid 
Jane. 

♦' Follow nte, then/' answo^ed he, 
" and r^nember your promise/' 

Saying these words, he opimed the 
little door — ^he held a lantern before him 
^^^he entered—^aike and her attendant 
followed. They descended thirty steps 
~^not|ier door was opened — ithey passed 
into the dungeon. Jane imttiediately 
perceived the prisoner, seated on a log of 
wood, with his head hanging down, his 
eyes fixed on the earth and his ari^s 
folded. She was penetrated with com- 
passion/ and for a moment stood motion- 
:less — then advancing, she jaid: ^^Yoiing 
prisoner, I come te relieye you. Ere 
iong you shall <}uit diis dungeon.^'* 
^ EMi Avoice l^ exdatmed he, «lartiii|g, 
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'«*-^«^ and vromm l-<^Qtiit this diHigeoiil 
»^I uzM^Btattd you. My woes libw wili 
at last be ended." 

*^ Yes/' answered Jane, "I l«aTe you 
4» the pres^it, but in four imurs^ vheil 
night comes on, I will return.'' 

** Tutelary genius of prisons,'* criei 
the young man, sinking upoa f>ne knee, 
" where is my wife ?** 

^^ Are you married, then ?'' demaiidad 
Jane. 

^^ I bad been a husband eight mfcontfa&r,^' 
replied he, ^^ when I was plunged into 
this dungeon. Perhaps too I am a & 
ther, for my wife had six months home 
beneath her bosom a pledge of our af- 
fection. — ^Where is she ?-*-TelI me, yon 
that are sent from Heaven and Jnuat 
know every Aiiig.'' 

^ We will find ker,'' said Jane. 

'^^ Can I doubt it wi^en you make Ae 
promise?" returned he. ''Oh,may Heaven 
ioT ever grant you the cdestud power «of 
aaitening even ibp nigpg^ seub «f jaibni, 
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24 JJLNB OF FEANCV. 

of penetrating into inaccessible dungeon»» 
and pouring joy into hearts sinking with 
despair!" . , 

While he spoke, Jane looked, in vain, 
for any appearance of youth in his coun- 
tenance. While contemplating his wrin- 
kled forehead, his white hair and crip- 
pled form, she thought she beheld an 
old man bending beneath the weight of 
his infirmities, and she inwardly execrat- 
ed tyranny and cruelty, equally homicides 
in their vengeance, though they may 
not actually shed blood; for while they 
suffer their victim to live, they cut off the 
brightest years of his life, and poisoa 
the sad remainder. The jailor, who 
was very uneasy at the promise made by 
the unknown lady, was about to inter- 
pose his authority, when Jane, leaning- 
towards his ear, whispered 'who she really 
-was. On hearing a name so universally 
respected, he bowed low and ^id: " I 
ought to- have guessed it." The Duchess 
now left the dudgeon, loaded with tlie 



Digitized by 



Google 



JAN£ OP tRANCB. 2& 

sacred blessings of misfortune. She im- 
. mediatefy went to the King, kncKirkig it 
was the time at which sdie was sure tor 
find him alone. She obtained from him 
an order, which authorised her to visit 
the 'prisons of those unhappy wHetdies 
who were confined au secrety and to re* 
lease such as had neither committeil 
murder nor crimes against the state. 
Famiphed with this, Ae flew to the 
wretched man, who expected.her with aH 
the un^winess of anxiety, and all the av^ 
dkMir of hope. She carried with ker 
tlothes for the priscmer, whose name wa* 
Julian. He wad brought to her in the 
jailor's room^ — h6 eo«ild scarcely support 
himself— -iM! prostrated himself al; her 
feet Jane, whose kind nature allowed 
her to forget nothing, caused him to take 
nourishing food, but in moderation. He 
was then conveyed; by her direction, to a 
chamber in her palace, and a {diysfciaa 
was sent to pay him every attention^. A 
singular idea attached «fone parlioulttrly 

VojL. II. r 
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to tibis man.' He had asked for his wife. 
She remembered that, among the poor 
widows whom she had assembled at her 
charitable institution, there was one who 
was very young, and who interested her 
more than the rest, by her profound me- 
Ianchx)ly. Jane had made it a rule never 
to question the unfortuiiate women, to 
whom she gave an asylum; it was suffix 
ci^it for her that they produced proofs 
of irreproachable conduct. Hence she 
was ignorant of this young widow's story; 
she only knew, that the loss of her hus* 
band plunged her into distress, and that 
she was the mother of a child, seven 
years old, which Jane had put to school. 
The latter went, without losing a mo^ 
ment, to interrogate this yromfdj^ who 
confessed that she h^d no certainty x>f her 
husband's death, 7'hese l^rst words mad^ 
the feeling heart of the Duphess palpitate 
iwith joy. " But why, then," said she, 
** did you come hither as a widow ?" 
** Atesj" answered the poor womai), 
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" because I may be one, and it is too 
prebable that I am ; further, because your 
Royal Highness receives no one in thia 
hoixse except widows and children/' 

" And on what ground do you sup-, 
pose that your husband is no longer 
alive?'' demanded Jane. 

" Because seven years ago he sud- 
denly disappeared," answered she, "since 
which time I have bad no tidings of him. 
I was then within three months of my, 
confinement/' 

" What was his name ?'* asked^ Jane 
eagerly. 

" Julian," said the woman. 

" Oh God !^' exclaimed the Duchess, 
with a sensation of the purest satisfaction, 
" oh Supreme Consoler, I thank thee" 
After some preparation, she announced 
to Julia (which. was the woman's name) 
the extraordinary event, by which she 
was about to be restored to happiness. 
Her transports were indescribable, an<l 
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«buie enjeymd them doubly from the idea 
tiial Julian too would soon experience 
Hiefii aH, Fearing that, ia his present 
weak' state, violent emotions might be 
fefftl to him, she delayed diis affecting' re- 
Onion ; but as soon as he had gained a 
little more strength, she placed his wife 
and child in his arms, giving him, at the 
same time, a purse of gold, and allotting 
to him a pension for life. With what 
dfeliglit «lane contemplated this intepest- 
ing couple, who only looked back at 
tiieir ipast misfortunes and sufferings in 
order to bless her !— With what ecstacy 
she saw Julian press to his heart the child 
he had never before sera ! It had reached 
ai^ age^ at whtcb it was capable of retijurn«> 
ing his caresses; — ^^and returned them 
wiib s^«sibiKty. ^ Oh^ my dear boy/* 
said tile happy father, " how will I love 
thee — ^how will I occupy myself ki every 
thing which concerns thee, that I may, 
by doiibly enjoying the years to come. 
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no longer lament the Ices of those, 
during ivhich I have been deprived of a 
father'^ joys!'* 

At this affecting scene Jane's tears 
flowed copiously, and, as she left the 
room, she inwardly said that, in spite of 
the bitterest cliagrins, those who possess 
good hearts mtd never find life a bur- 
then^ Heaven having created such sweet 
enfoytoaents for them only. In every 
i»tate, who has not the celestial power of 
doing good? A single tear has <^en 
been sufficient to mitigate afBid:ion^— 
Feeli^ and compassionate bdngs aire 
the centinek placed on eartib to watch 
over misfortunes. Whatever may be 
their particular situation, they will not 
murmur, if they zealously fulfil their di- 
vine mission. 

In the course of a sh9rt time Jane com- 
pleted her examination of the prisons^ 
and restored to their femilies many vic- 
tims of des^tism^ who had long inha- 
bited tbdir subterraneous dungeons and 
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were forgotten. New alarms, however, 
now occupied her mind, and increaused 
her uneasiness to the utmost. The envoy 
of the Duke of Brittany was making 
preparations for his departure, and every 
thing announced an approaching rupture 
with that court. 

The Countess de Dunois delivered 
Jane's letter to Louis, as soon as she ar- 
rived in Brittany. He received it with 
lively emotion, and without asking any 
questions, immediately retired to read 
it. The perusal affected him deeply, 
but he loved Anne to idolatry, and, at 
the expiration of a few minutes, no part 
of the letter rested on 'his memory, ex- 
cept this decisive passage : / am not your 
consort-^^ou are free, and I will declare 
this in every form that can be useful t^ 
you.*' 

" Infiaujt," said he to himself, '^she 
has never felt any sensation for me but 
esteem, sublime as her chara^cter. I am 
to her nothing more than a much-loved 
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brother ; and will she not continue to be 
my sister, my most valued friend ? The 
mild and virtuous Anne, &r from being 
jealous, will participate in my tenderness 
and admiration of her. Being the 
daughter of a monarch, she will lose no 
portion of her rank by resigning my 
name, and I do not dissolve our union 
^till I am become a proscribed fugitive, 
deprived of all his fortune. — Why, then, 
should I have any scruples ?" 

Thus did the Duke argue, but a voice, 
nevertheless, which he could not stifle, 
murmured at the bottom of his heart. 
It made itself heard in spite of the so- 
phistry of passion, and repeated to him 
that, since the death of Louis XI, he had 
voluntarily, and even with enthusiasm, 
pledged his faith to that Princess, whom 
he now wished to repudiate, and that she 
had received his vows with ecstacy. It 
is true that he was convinced of her hav- 
ing no passion for him, but he could not 
conceal from himself that she attached a 
c 4 
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greid; value to the title of his wife, and 
that she delighted in the tie which made 
their destinies inseparable. She released 
him, however, and he had not strtogth 
to refuse this sacrifice. He shewed her 
letter to the Duke of Brittany, who ap- 
peared to be highly pleased with it^ and 
asked to keep it in his possession for a 
few days. Louis consented to this, being 
convinced that it was the Duke'sintentH>n 
to shew it to his daughter. 

Francis h^rd it generally reported 
that the health of Charles VIII became' 
worse every day, and that the young King 
had not long to live. Ip tjbis case, the 
Dtike of Orleans would ascend the 
. throne, and the Duke of Brittany, there- 
fore, saw with pleasure his passion for 
Anne. The forced marriage of Louis 
cquld be dissolved immediately, and with- 
out difficulty, as Jane opposed no obstacle 
to the measure. Francis, however, had 
to manage matters so as not to offend se- 
veral foreign Princes who applied for the 
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hand of his daughter. Intending to de-. 
tilare war against Frsince, he was tiiawil-. 
ling, at such a juncture, to create any 
new enemies ; he, therefore, resolved to 
suspend the union of Aune aud Louis, 
leaving to the foreign Priiaces the hope of 
an alliance which they earnestly wished 
for. At the same time, to make fcim*. 
self sure of the Dt^e of Orleans, tod *i 
him in Brittany 'till the King died, {t 
became necessary that Louis should do 
something which would make a reconci- 
liation between him and the cOurt ot 
France utterly impossible.; To eflfect 
this, Ighiucis undertook the task of per^ 
suading him to place himself at the head 
of the ^rmy which was about to lattack 
France. Louis, at first, rejected the re- 
volting proposition, but the Duke of 
Brittany was not disheartened by this. 
He relied on love, and on the resentment 
of a fervid young Prince, of acute feel- 
ings, who was justly irritated by th^ 
most odiotiA and violent persecution. 
c5 
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Francis reminded him that the manifesto 
.^pressly disclaimed the idea of com- 
mencing hostilities against the King, that 
it declared war solely against the Regent, 
and that the Duke of Orleans was not 
asked to take the command for any other 
purpose than that of delivering France 
from an oppressive government, and re- 
suming the rights of which he had been 
unjustly deprived — rights which he 
would only use to prove himself 'the most 
fitithAil and devoted subject, and to con- 
£rm the King upon the throne by causing 
his authority to be respected, which the 
violence and tyranny of the Regent had 
rendered odious. This language, anJ 
the proinise of Anne's hand, determined 
Louis ; he pledged his word, and a few 
days afterwards signed the treaty. It was 
agreed that the projected marriage of the 
Princess should be included among the 
secret articles 'till the end of the cam- 
paign. 
While this treaty was in preparation. 
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Dunois, to whom the Duke of Orleans 
,had not ventured to mention it, received 
the information from one of the ministers 
of Francis with equal grief and astonish* 
ment. This faithful and devoted friend 
by no means concealed his sentiments, 
** How !" exclaimed he. " Is it possible 
that your Royal Highness can take up 
arms against the King?'' 

" No,'* answered Louis, " it is agsunst 
the Regent. I wish to emancipate the 
King from a detestable! guardianship, and 
restore the majesty of the throne, by caus- 
ing justice and clemency to be seated 
there with Charles." 

" It is not by rendering yourself guilty 
of rebellion,*' said Dunois, " it is not by 
revolting against your sovereign that you 
can enlighten him.'^ 

. ^' I wish to punish the inolplacable wo- 
man who has persecuted me," replied 
the Puke. 

" And can you justify thisfarioas pro- 
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ceeding?*' asked the Count, " Ohj 
think how dregful it is, when a man is 
formed by Providence to practise virtue 
and obtain true glory, that he should 
blindly rush into guilt and shame ! You 
can never do what you mention but by 
placing a bandage over yoi^r eyes, which 
this bandage will faH off at the very first 
step you take in this tortuous path. You 
will then see before you and around you 
nothing but precipices — ^you will expe- 
rience nothing but humiliations,'" 

^^ Humiliations!'' repeated Louis. 

** Yes," answered the Count. " Rebels, 
who put themselves in the power of fo» 
reigners, and especially royal rebels will 
find them inevitable. Policy just now 
seduces you by deceitful promises, and 
ere long policy will have no object but 
your degradation. What rank can the 
Prince hold in a foreign nation, who has 
fought against his King and country? 
What rights will he venture to claijoi ? 
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Those of sacred hospitality? He has 
lost them all by taking arins against his 
kindred/' . 

^^ Spare me th6se siiperfiuous observa^ 
tions/' said the Duke. " I have pledged 
my word, and it is inviolable/' 

" Your word !" exclaimed Dunois. 
*^ Great heaven ! It was not in the power 
of your Royal Highness to pledge it, for 
the King had received your oath. That 
sacred oath annuls whatever would inter- 
fere with it, that and alone is inviolable.'' 

" You would have me bow my head, 
then, said Louis, ^^ beneath the despotic 
and barbarous hand of the woman who 
oppresses me, meanly yield the victory to 
her, and allow myself to be despoiled ?" 

" Despoiled of what?" demanded the 
Count. " Of your estates? The King 
woidd restore.them to you. As all Eu- 
rope is indignant at the treatment you 
have experienced, you should oppose to 
it nothing bus firmness, patience and 
moderation. — ^You can still do this. The 
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hateful treaty is not signed. Fly from 
this dangerous courts and seek some 
other asylum. There dwell in voluntary 
obscurity 'till the regency is at isit an end, 
and let nothing tempt you to leave it un- 
less the war takes an unfortunate turn. 
In that case shew yourself, and hasten to 
the assistance of your sovereign, of 
your fellow-countrymen. This is the 
character in which the Duke of Orleans 
should appear — ^this is the example which 
he should shew to the Princes of his au- 
gust race. How will you applaud your- 
self for such a line of conduct, if^you 
one day mount the throne ! But if you 
persist in rebellion, how will you then be 
able to punish it, or complain of it? 
Your enemies nmy dispose of your pro- 
perty, but your reputation is in your own 
hands, and you alone can fix your own 
rank in history. There the illusions of 
dignity and regal pomp no longer have 
existence, and the most elevated station 
h allotted only to virtue." 
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At these words Dunois, perceiving 
that Louis was moved, fell at his feet and 
embracing his knees, conjured him to 
yield to the voice of friendship and his 
conscience. The Duke was. deeply af- 
fected, and for a moment undecided how 
to act, but the recollection of Anne sti- 
fled all his remorse. " No, no,** cried 
he, " it is done — it is too late — and if I 
commit a fault, I shall employ my life to 
repair it.'* 

" The more virtues you possess,'^ an- 
swered the Count, *' the more dangerous 
will be the example you set. It will be- 
come a precedent for all dissatisfied 
Princes.*'* 

" I repeat,*^ said Louis, " that I shall 
always preserve the attachment and fide- 
lity which I owe to the King, and I would 
not undertake any thing against his mi* 
uisters, if he were old enough to chuse 

* Perhaps it afterwards inflaenced the Constable 
de Boarbon and the Prioce de Cond& 
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them ; but I conceive that I serve him by 
emancipating him from the present re- 
gency, and hence you will understand 
why it is impossible; to dissuade me 
from my purpose. But as to you, my 
dear Dunois, who entertain sentiments of 
so different a nature, return to France. I 
authorise it — I request it/' 

" No, Sir,*' answered the Count, " I 
eannot/' 

" Why?" demanded Louis. 

" Because I am thoroughly con vinced,*' 
said Dunois, ^^ that the ^tep you are about 
to take will be your ruin.'* 

" Thanks, Dunois,*' replied the Duke, 
" I recognise and admire yourgenero-^ 
sity, but will not abuse it.*' 

" Do not praise this action," observed 
the Count. " Far from being proud of 
it, I feel but too sensibly how culpable it 
is. I sacrifice my duty to my friendship 
for you. It is a weakness, it is a great 
&ult«-but it is impossible for me to leave 
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you, when I foresee all the evils that 
awsut you, '^ 

At these words, Louis, who was deep-* 
ly affected, took the hand of Dunois, and 
pressed it between his own. A thousand 
diflerent feelings agitated his great soul, 
and friendship was perhaps about to ob« 
tain what had been refused to the coun- 
cils of wisdom, when a message from the 
Duke oi Brittany intarrupted the con-- 
varsation. Louis immediately repaired 
to court—he entered the Duke's cabinet, 
he signed the preliminary articles of the 
treaty, and <m the following day the cir- 
cum^nce was publicly announced* 

Louis soon saw some of the Count's 
predictions verified. AH the superiw 
officers in the army of Srittany openly 
expressed a gre^t repugnance to serve 
under the command of a foreign Prince; 
yet the latter had only ^ title of honor in 
the army, which was due to his rank. 
An experienced military man was to be 
his guide and plan the campaign, which 
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he did without consulting Louis. The 
Prince complained to Francis, but in vain. 
All the courtiers too, who had hitherto 
shewn the greatest deference and respect 
to Louis, erected themselves into judges 
of his conduct, and loudly censured him, 
pouring forth, at the same time, a long 
string of patriotic sentiments — a plan 
common enough when it is wished to 
place the actions of others in a bad point 
of view. The Prince experienced no- 
thing beyond cold respect, and those, 
who were attached to him, assumed a tone 
bordering on contempt, with a degree 
of reserve which was next to insult. In 
conversation he was obliged to digest a 
thousand indirect reflections, or at least 
observations which had the appearance^of 
being such, as they consisted of praises 
bestowed on faithful subjects, and eulo- 
giums on the love of the native soil. 
Humiliated as he was by remorse, he 
was obliged to conceal, as well as he 
could, the involuntary blush which the 
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incessant admiration and praise of heroic 
virtue summoned to his cheek. Wounded 
as he was to the very soul, he displayed 
nothing but carelessness with regard to 
general opinion, and an increase of 
pride. This is the only species of dignity 
which is retained by the guilty. He 
treated those with haughtiness who treated 
him coldly, and ceased to be affable to- 
wards any one. By this conduct he curbed 
the conduct of a few, but disgusted all 
the rest, and made himself hated. This 
Prince, who was so worthy of being res- 
pected, and • afterwards was really so 
much respected by his subjects, required 
all the force of his character to bear up 
against his situation ; and he often said 
secretly to himself that, but for love, all 
the injustice and persecution, which he 
could have undergone in France, would 
have been a thousand times preferable to 
the disgusting mortifications he expe- 
rienced in Brittany. One look of the 
Princess, however, consoled him for 
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1 

every thing* Anne, encouraged, by her 
father, and Janets letter which abe had 
read, no longer put any 4:onstraint on her 
partiality to Louis, She bad not yet til- 
lowed the confession to escape her lips, 
nor did her lover require it, her attach- 
ment being shewn in so many other 
ways. Every day she confirAied his hopes 
by some charming act, rendered still 
more exquisite by its delicacy. Intoxi- 
cated with love, he forgo^ every thing 
when with her, and while he saw or heard 
her, thot^ht himself happy: but an 
event, as sad as it was unexpected, sud- 
denly put an end to this fragile and de- 
ceitful felicity, and filled his soul with all 
the horrors that remwse and the most 
violent passion can produce, when com- 
bated by gratitude and generosity. 

The Countess de Dunois was suddenly 
taken ill. All the care of the most ten- 
der affection, and every thing that could 
be done by the art of medicine, were 
useless. She sunk under the violence of 
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tfafi, diflCHrder, and siRer five days o^ great 
sufferings tfaid excellent woman expired 
la the arms of her inconsolable husband. 
The Ihike of Orleans Dew to the assist- 
ance of b]» friend, dragged him from 
the house of mourning and conveyed 
htm to his own. Two days afterwards, 
one of the women, who had attended on 
Ae Countess, brought a small box, on 
which were engraved these words : 
** LeUem /rem the Duchess of Orkctns" 
Bunois immediately presented it to Louis. 
k was locked, and no one knew where 
to look for the kjsy. The Duke caused it 
to h^ opeti«d by Ajrr>e, and (hen shut 
hini^elf up m hid cabinet^ with the inten- 
tion oi burning all these letter*. They 
were arranged in such a manner, that 
those, which had be«i last received, lay 
at the top, cffid as he raised some of them, 
bis eye felt upon the middle of a page, 
where he read these ^^rds : ** Reflect 
howsaered^nd hnportunf this secret is. 
L9tk di0 with you*\ Th^se words ex- 
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cited the curiosity of Louis. His first 
idea was that they referred to some black 
project formed against him by the Re- 
gent, which Jane had discovered and de- 
feated, and that she wished him not to 
know it, in order that his resentment 
niight not be roused. He formed this 
conjecture because, on several other oc- 
casions, Jane had acted in a similar manr 
ner. ^ That the secret bore personal re- 
ference to himself he was certain, be*' 
cause she attached so much impor- 
tance to it. He wished, therefore, to 
solve the mystery, and sat down to read . 
the letter, after having remarked, that 
it was dated on the very day she had 
written the ofte, which he had shewn te 
the Buke of Brittany. But who can des- 
cribe his excessive astenisbment, when, 
by reading this letter, addressed to the 
Countess de Dunois, he discovered 
Jane's real secret — ^her passion, so tender 
and so exalted by constraint, her silence, 
and all her generous sacrifices? After 
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having finished the perusal, Louis, who 
was struck with admiration and oppressed 
with grief, remained for some time mo- 
tionless. His arteries and heart beat, 
with violence — ^his soul was so full that' 
he could scarcely breathe — he looked- 
with terror into a stormy fiiturity, which 
shewed him nothing but perils without 
glory and without an object, hopeless 
love and useless remorse. He again 
took the letters, and mechanically began 
to read them, 'till led on by their atti^ao* 
tion and solaced by the tears which they 
caused him to shed, he continued 'till he 
had perused them ajl. During this em- 
ployment, forgetting by assort of ea- 
chantment his situation and troubles, he 
felt nolhing but the admiration, inspired 
by so much delicacy, grandeur of soul 
and purity of attachment. Amidst all 
his sorrows and remorse, he found a plea- 
sure in thinking that he was the ob- 
ject of such an heroic feeling; at the 
ipame time, his heart was torn by the mi* 
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afiected description of all tliat Jane had 
endured. " Incomparable being'/* ex- 
claimed he, ^* from a fear of distressing 
me, then, thou hast never shewn me 
half thy tenderness and virtues — ^thou 
hast concealed from meaB Ay sufferings. 
Glory of thy sex and sublime model o# 
patience, indulgence and magnanimity, 
it is in silence that then shouldsf be ad^ 
mired, for who can sufficiently extol 
thee? — ^And I, who caused thee to shed 
so many tears — I who am about to accept 
liie sacrifice of thy happinesss, perhaps 
of thy life — I who have conceived the 
design of taking from thee my name^ 
and repudiating thee, what am I?—* 
Great Heavens ! A monster of ingratitude 

and cruelty. No, no, the first of my 

duties is to render thee happy, and fistake 
atonement for so many acts of injustice; 
• — ^But oh God, can I do this without be^ 
traying honour and affection, and with- 
out becoming the vile deceiver of lovely 
innocence? I am compelled to sacrifice 
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one of these angelic women. I must de- 
cide wbiich of them is to be my victim. 
— Dreadful choice, impossible yet ubm- 
lately requisite ! Oh, how can I escape 
from this abyss?'" 

These reflections plunged the unhappy 
Prince into deep despair* He remained 
all the morning in his cabinet, re-perusing 
Jane's letters, and steeping them in 
tears. At length he sent in search of ^ 
Dunois ; he was sure to find compassion 
in the desolate heart, the sorrows of 
which he so sincerely shared. He made 
him read Jane's letters. The astonish- 
ment of Dunois wasextr^ne, and proved 
how faithfiiUy the Countess had kept the 
secret of the Princess. He participated 
in the affliction of Louis, but strenuously 
supported Jane's cause. Louis acknow- 
ledged that gratitude and adoHiiation, so 
well founded,ougbt to tiiumph over love ; 
but he was beloved .1^ Anner-rrhe had 
^ven birth to diis fedtng by ^nteriqg 
into solemn engagementsrr- lie ador^ 

Vol. IL D 
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Jier! In spite of the arguments urged by 
Dunois, he remained in a state of painful 
irresolution. The war released him from 
this perplexing situation, for he was call- 
ed upon to join the army without del ay. 
Louis was about to take the command, 
and Dunois accompanied him. The 
Prince repaired to Saint- Aubin-du-Cor- 
mier, a town in Brittany, four leagues 
from Rennes. He there found the army 
very ill-disposed towards him, and the 
result is well known. La Tremouille 
commanded the royal troops, and ad- 
vanced towards Saint-Aubin, near which 
place the battle was fought. The Duke 
of Orleans displayed great military talents 
and most conspicuous valour, but he was 
neitherseconded nor obeyed. Not being 
. able to make himself heard and to ral^y 
the troops when thrown into disorder, he 
saw that the battle was lost and rushed 
into^the enemy's ranks with all the intre- 
pidity of despair. He was surrounded 
and made prisoner by La Tremouille. 
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Danois, who had not for a single moment 
quitted the unfortunate Prince, shared the 
same fate.* 

The news of this victory, on the part 
of the French, was instantly transmitted 
to Paris, and completed the jay of the 
Regent, as being an event which insured 
her vengeance and confirmed her power, 
but Jane had need of all her firmness to 
resist such accumulated distress. She 
had just learnt that the Countess de Du- 
nois was no more, and was plunged in 
deep affliction, when the intelligence ar- 
rived that the army of Brittany was de- 
feated, afid the Duke of Orleans taken. 
The pain, however, which she expe- 
rienced, was less agonizing than that felt 
by her before the battle, when she had 
fears for his life. He was at least in 
existence, he was not wounded, and the 
war was at an end. Her first step was to 
go and throw herself at the King's feet, 

* Historical. 
d2 
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to impicfte her faul^nd's pardon » tmd 
obtain a tBentence of banMmiecLt, instead 
of his being consigned to a prison, toirt 
by order of her cruel sister she found all 
the iqpproaches to the palace closed. The 
King* iras inaccesmble to her, and she 
was not erefn able to convey a note to 
him. Sbe returned in despair to her own 
palace, and knowing lihat the King would, 
HMi the following day, go to the church 
of Notre Dame^ for the purpose of heaar- 
ing Te D^um sung, in coosequence of the 
victory, she resolved to meet him in his 
progress and speak to him publidy . This 
idea calmed her a little ; but vhat was 
ber surprise on being told, at day-brdak, 
tbat she was a prisoner in her pajace,l3hat 
^he <5ould not be allowed to leave it, and 
Ihat guards were appointed ito keep h«r 
in custody ! It was m vain that she 
wished to write to the King ; sbe was 
told that bis Majesty w^ouild not receive 
any letter irom her. "Alas V ^ikclaimed 
Jane, " it is »6t «y brother whom I 
accuse of this barbarous conduct. The 
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hB»dy that inflictsi the blows which I so 
sensibly fee], is too inhumaH for me to 
mistake it/' 

The Regent did not rest hwe. She 
banished all the (adies attached to Jane„ 
and substituted her own creatures. She 
aeted in the same mattner as to all the do 
mesti^ai. Jane was thus deprived of bev 
friends and feithful serrants^ as well as 
the means of coBafilaining and perhaps 
obtaining some alleviation of her misfor* 
tunes* She was a priisoner in her own 
palaee^ a pirey to the most torturing arxie^ 
ty,. and surrounded by none but enemies, 
fifties and informers* In thiB dreadful 
situation, she displayeil all the elevation 
of her character. She confounded her 
persecutors by her pious resignation, and 
by gentleness of conduct, yet replete with 
dig*nity. Aftei* the complaiut which grief 
wrung from her at the first moo^ent, she 
neither uttered 9 reproach nor a niurmnr* 
She exhibited constant afflictiou, but 
without weakness, and updeviating firm- 
ly 3 
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ness without ostentation. She never 
spoke except for the purpose of briefly 
replying, yet her silence had in it nothing^ 
contemptuous, and her language was 
never tinctured with bitterness. She 
had consigned her cause and destiny to 
the Supreme Judge — she had taken 
refuge in the bosom of reMgion> — she 
prayed — she submitted patiently to her 
lot, and she was supported by a sublime 
hope. Her greatest uneasiness arose 
from not being able to correspond with 
the Duke of Orleans. She had no fears 
of a supposition, on his part, that she had 
abandoned him, but she thought this pro- 
found silence would perhaps persuade 
him that she had sunk under her misfor- 
tunes, and was no longer in existence. 
Her heart was torn when she reflected on 
the sorrow, which so sad a supposition 
would entail upon him. The Duchess 
of Beaujeu, knowing how universally 
Jane was beloved, had taken every possi- 
ble precaution to conceal a great part of 
the persecutions, of which this innocent 
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' and virtuous Princess ^as the object; 
but Divine Justice which, when it does 
not yet unveil wicked actions, at least 
causes them to be suspected^ — ^this Al- 
mighty Guardian of the oppressed, watch- 
^ over Jane, and in spite of the exile or 
imprisonment of all those who were de- 
voted to her, in spite of unbounded and 
unblushing tyranny, the public soon be- 
came acquainted with all her sufferings. 
An unexpected and astonishing spectacle 
ensued, which made malice turn pale, 
and disconcerted powerful infamy. A 
multitude of poor people, young and old, 
among whom were women, carrying in- 
fants in their arms, suddenly surrounded 
Jane's palace, and loudly demanded their 
benefactress. It was in vain that attempts 
were made to drive them away. Their 
tears and groans affected the people, who 
joined them, defended them, and dis- 
persed the guards of the palace. This 
tumult and the reiterated shouts of ^^Long 
live the Duchess of Orleans" became so 
d4 
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Violent, that Jane \^as oblig^ed to shew 
herself in a bakony. Her presence ex- 
cited that enthusiasm so sincere among" 
the people, and so easily carried to an 
intoxicating height. The Duchess ^ked 
for a moment's silence and obtained it. 
She then conjured all present to calm 
their irritated feelings. " You have 
nothing to fear," said she, " for the 
sister of your sovereign. The justice 
and integrity ef the King are my sureties. 
I expect every thing from them, and 
may justly expect it if I practise submis- 
sion, combined with a little patience. I 
am truly sensible of your attachment, 
but by remaining assembled here, you 
will a69ict and injure me. Do not expose 
me to the dreadful lot of seeing you dis- 
persed by an armed force, which you 
cannot resist. — ^Go, my friends. Let my 
voice suffice to make you return home. 
There pray for me, and God will grant 
what you implore, for it protects inno- 
cence, but punishes revolt. Be it my 
triumph to have persuaded you, and re- 
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fleet that the Kwg mil ^ve me credit 
for it." 

She no soone? ceased, thaa four or fire 
voices e^dain^d : " We obey your Royal 
Hi^hn^s/' and. tha efowd he^tily dia- 
parsed, catling down bleesinga xnptm tbt 
Princess. Tbi^ im^pres^ive scene taught 
Madame the degree of power attached 
to virtue. 

Towards midnight Jane waa woke, by 
the Regent's orders^^ aiod obliged to d^ 
part with an escort for the estate, thirty 
kl^gues from Paris, wh^e she had on a 
fonftcr oQca^io^ «esi^ itith the Bake 
of CHrleans. When the King seized the 
estates of Louis, he ordered this to be 
Excepted and reserved for Jane. In 
order to cause no cOmpiotioB, and h^crdly 
to mfiet any body, the cainrioge and its 
escort w^»t by cross rofids, which mnde 
the jourpey^ infinitely krnger. It wai? not 
yet <tey when they stopped at a village, 
to diange horses, tfene started wbeia 
she beard the n9ism of *hia village ; for 
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she remembered that it was part of an 
estate belonging to the Count de Dunois, 
and she knew that the coffin, containing 
the remains of the Countess, Tiad beau 
sent by her husband from Brittany, to 
be deposited in the chapel of the castle. 
She earnestly intreated, and obtained 
permission, to stop a few moments 
that she might pray at the tomb 
of her unfortunate friend. The castle 
was a gothic building situated at the 
extremity of the village. The old steward 
hastened at the name of the Princess who 
asked him where his master was, flatter- 
ing herself that he was a prisoner with 
the Duke of Orleans. 

" Alas, madam,'' replied the steward, 
** if I knew that, I should not be here, 
for I would have gone to join him. I 
shall always consider him as my master, 
though this castle no longer belongs to 
him. It is confiscated, as well as all his 
other property ; I only remain here to 
guard the corpse of my dear mistress. 
Objections are made to my lord's inten- 
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tioa of having her buried in the vault, 
and I am allowed to have the care of the 
coffin 'till it is decided where my lady is 
to be deposited." 

" Faithful servant of my unfortunate 
friend/^ said Jane, " I charge you to 
ask, in my name, that the Comitess may 
be interred in the chapel, to which I am 
repairing. Perhaps I may be allowed to 
confer this last sad office of regard on 
her who was my best and dearest frien^. 
— ^And you — when I shall again have the 
command of an asylum, come and rejoin 
me. I shall find consolation in provi- 
ding for the winter of your life.*' 

At these words tears flowed down the 
old man's iurrowed cheeks — he bowed 
respectfully and conducted Jane into the 
chapel. She wished to enter the vault 
alone — her guards and the steward, there- 
fore, remained at the door. Jane, who 
-was oppressed by the deepest sorrow, de- 
scended thirty steps. She trembled as 
she entered the mansion of death, which 
was lighted by a small lamp suspended 
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from the arch, and by a wax taper almcMsl 
consumed, which was placed near tlie 
coffin ; and had been lighted by the vene^ 
rable hand of the 8teward---a piouB ob- 
lation, renewed by the old man every 
night. -^ Jane advanced with great op- 
pression of heart, and knelt at the side 
of Ihe coffin, then raising her clasped 
hands, she saidr ^^Ohmy friend, it is 
for myself that I weep. Who is more 
justified than I, in envying the unalterable 
peace which you enjoy? Your rapid pas- 
sage through this world was at leart a 
serene unclouded one, for you never felt 
the pangs of love. Your pure and pla- 
cid life was never disturbed by the pas- 
sions. You were alive to compassion 
and to friendship, but wisdom preserved 
you from a dangerous and fatal exaltation. 
It is only now, when you are released 
from all terrestial ties — ^it is only at the 
feet of the Etarnal and in sight of Su- 
preme perfection that your angelic soul 
has resigned itself to the transports of 
admiration, enthusiasm and aidant love. 
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You did iK>t profane the Divine Power 
by loving unboundedly on earth, but rc^- 
served it for immortality. You had no 
idol in this sad earthly dwelling, but of* 
fered to your Creator the homage worthy 
of him — while I, wretch that I am, feel 
the torments of loving without hope, 
and am hurried to the grave by a ps»8sion 
as vivid as it is insensate. — ^Alas^ I am 
like fragile straw, consumed by a violent 
lire. Far less than this would have suf- 
ficed to dej^roy my frail existence.^ — r^^ 
Oh my dear Agnes, you are no more. 
Your kind hand will not SQ{^)ort your 
dying and jforsaken friend. You will 
not hear my groans. — My tears will 
never again flow freely except in the 
abode of death and on your bier.-^Oh 
if he would but reunite us !" 

While she spoke these words, the light 
of the wax t^per expired. She shud- 
dered^i^^he felt as if she was about to 
heave her last sigh* The image of Louis 
immediately recurred to her mind. '^ It 
is accomplished/' said she* ** I die^i-^but 
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at least I die his wife,** Saying these 
words she fell on the coffin, but without 
entirely losing the useof her senses. The 
guards, uneasy at not seeing her return, 
descended into the vault. On hearing a 
noise, she revived, and leaning on the arm 
of one of the soldiers, withdrew from ihe 
melancholy place. She again took her 
seat in the carriage, and conJ;inued hisr 
journey. 

The sensations which she experienced 
on entering the castle, formerly inha- 
bited by Louis and herself for three 
months, were truly painful. There she 
had passed some of the happiest days of 
her life, in the midst of charming so- 
ciety. There Louis had felt genuine 
and lively afiection for her. She had tra^ 
versed the spacious apartments and beau- 
tiful gardens, accompanied by her hus- 
band and her friend the CJJpuntess. Now 
she had no longer a husband, and her 
friend w^s mingled with the dead. This 
residence, heretofore so delightful, was 
become a mournful prison. She had for- 
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merly issued her orders there, but now 
she was under the command of others, 
and nothing more than an unfortunate 
captive. With what oppression of heart 
did she revisit the turf hillock, where 
Louis had written a stanza on the box 
of flowers! The inscription remained, 
but the rose-tree was dead — the rose-tree 
planted by the hand of Louis, an en- 
graving of which in all its bloom he had 
adopted for his private seal. " Alas,'' 
said she, ^' deprived as it was of any fos- 
tering care, the tempest crushed it. 
Thus has the chilling blast of adversity 
blighted my youthful days." 

Jane found, in this solitary spot, only 
one of the domestics whom she had left 
there. It was in vain that she addressed 
the satellites around her, and renewed 
her questions respecting the Duke of 
Orleans-^ she obtained no answer, and 
her request, that a letter from her might 
be conveyed to the King, was always re- 
fused. Instead of the ladies, who had 
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been removed from her society, only on€ 
had been assigned to her— the Baroness 
de C**, a woman entirely devoted to th^ 
Regent, or in other words, to the ruling 
power. She was of a cold, obdurate 
nature~her cupidity was excessive — ^and 
she never made any reflections as to the 
good or bad qualities of Princes, but 
merely calculated what advantages W€re 
to be derived frona their favor. Regal 
power was the object of her ardent ve- 
neration ; and in fact every person, who 
had the means of conferring great ajv 
pointments, was in her opinion entitled 
to profound respect. At the same time, 
all the people, who were in disgrace, 
were in her eyes wretches deserving 
neither mercy nor compassion. To pity 
them she thought a weakness, to defend 
them a crime. Attachment and fidelity 
she called low feelings; she was proud 
of this opinion and boasted of it. In 
order to rid herself, as much as possible, 
of this womans presence and conver- 
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^tioiiy Jane declared that as she was »ot 
alloired to leave the ests^e, she wished at 
least to walk in the gardens, unaccom- 
pioiied ^iLcept by her guards, who did 
moi interrupt her reveries, becaise they 
followed her at a distance of fifty yards. 
The Baroness made many objections, but 
Jane resisted them firmly, and at last ob- 
tained this liberty. 

From the commencement and during 
the time of her captivity, she l^%d fre- 
quently heen tempted to try whether she 
could gain over to her interest one of 
the ^ards or servants ; but she had no 
money at her disposal, and without that, 
how could she hope to succeed ? She felt 
too that any failure would render her si- 
tuation still more disagreeable, and she 
resolved, therefore, to abandon the idea. 
Her only consolations were to pray, to 
read, and write daily to the Duke of Or* 
leans, though she had scarcely a hope of 
ever being able to convey her letters to 
him. She was so strictly guarded that 
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the centmels watched her even in the 
gardens, the only part of the domain in 
wliich she was allowed to walk. 

One morning, when she was escorted 
as usual, she seated herself in a garden- 
chair under a yoke-elm. The soldiers 
took their station, at the usual distance 
of about fifty yards, under some fruit* 
trees. In about a quarter of an hour, 
the gardeners arrived to gather fttiit. 
The guards amused themselves by as- 
sisting them, and while thus engaged, 
wth their backs to the Princess, she 
distinctly heard a voice behind her, which 
said in a low tone through the thick part 
of the yoke-elm : " Listen^ but let no 
one suspect it*^ Jane sat motionless, and 
lent an attentive ear. The voice then 
rapidly said, in as low a tone as before: 
Put your hand behind you^ and you will 
find a letter of importance on the seat. 
Tomorrow^ at the same hour, bring your 
answer, and slip it behind you. It. will 
be taken..'' Jane fixed her eyes on the 
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guards who paid no attention to her, 
seized the letter, carefully concealed it, 
and immediately returned to the castle. 
The moment she was alone, she opened 
the mysterious packet with lively emo- 
tion, and found in it these words: 

" After passing three months in de- 
vising different stratagems, Julian has 
succeeded, under a feigoed name, in 
obtaining the situation of an under-gar- 
dener at the castle, where the Princess 
is a prisoner who rescued him from a 
dungeon, and restored him to liberty and 
happiness. He adores Providence which 
fixes him here to solicit and to execute 
the commands of his benefactress. Let 
her speak and she shall be obeyed. The 
zeal, which gratitude inspires, will make 
him undertake any thing, and will render 
every thing possible/' 

This letter excited, in Jane's mind, 
the first sensation of joy which she had 
known for a longtime. She thanked 
Heaven a thousand times, and as often 
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blessed tbe faitbfulJuUaii^'She awaited 
tke fcdiowing day with great impatience 
-Hshe wrote a long letter to Louis, and 
another to the King, Intreating of \m 
Msi^ty that she might be allowed to 
share the prison of the Buke her husband. 
She also wrote to JuJian, coiyuring him 
to effect the delivery of these twii> letters* 
and particularly to return as soon as pos- 
sitJe, for the purpose of bringing her 
intelligence as to Louis. On the follow- 
iag day, at noon, she went again into 
&e gardeii----she entered the yoke-^elm 
walk-*-«he seated herself as before, and 
in the course of a few minutes put her 
band behind her. The packet of letters 
was seized and drawn into the thicket. 
A moment afterwards she resumed her 
walk, happy in thinking that a corres- 
pondence with the Duke of Orleans was 
at least about to be esiablished. Julian, 
after having read her note, went in 
search of the principal gardener, and 
under the pretext of family affairs, ob-^ 
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taiued feave cf absence for *««♦ monftbfr. 
He immediately found the means of tram*- 
mittittg the letter *e the Kin^, but this 
Prmce was too much prejudiced against 
Jane io give a favorable answer. He was 
persuaded that she had wished to -excite 
tsedition and revolt among the people. 
Hins the scene had be^i described te 
him, in which the Princess, on the coni. 
trary, had soothed the emotion of the 
multitude assembled round her palaOe ; 
thus are monarchs deceived, and ^eir 
apparent injustice is often only an error 
iV>unded on a false report. The King 
briefly and coldy replied to Jane that he 
refused the permission to join the Duke 
of Orleans, adding that before she soli- 
cited favors, she should learn to deserve 
them by her conduct. This letter was 
^ent direct to Jane, Who at least ascertain- 
ed thereby that Julian had succeeded in 
effecting the de*iv«y of her own. 

Julian, having made every enquiiy re- 
lative to theBuke of Orleans, learnt that 
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he was a prisoner in a strong castle, sixty 
leagues from Paris, and repaired thither 
widiout delay. The governor of this 
fortress was a humane and upright man, 
who carefully guarded his illustrious pri- 
soner, but who at the same time treated 
him with all the respect due to his rank 
and misfortunes. Julian, who was a man 
of quickness and intelligence, thought, 
from this character, that he might confide 
in him, and haying obtained a private 
interview, acquainted him with his mis- 
sion and delivered to him Jane's letter. 
The governor was affected by this frank- 
ness and promised to deliver it, if Louis 
would consent to his knowledge of the 
contents. On the following day, Julian 
was summoned by the governor, who 
conducted him secretly to the Prince's 
apartment ; for the latter, being unable 
to obtain permission to answer in writing, 
had earnestly intreated that he might be 
at least allowed to converse, a few mo- 
ments, with Jane's messenger. The in- 
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terview was a long one. The questions 
put by Louis, as to the Princess, grew 
out of each other, and every answer made 
him feel as much gratitude towards Jane 
as indignation against the Regent. Julian, 
on being interrogated respecting himself, 
seized with eagerness the opportunity of 
relating how he had been rescued from 
prison. This recital, which made the 
angelic soul of Jane completely manifest, 
drew tears from the Duke of Orleans, 
and deeply affected the governor, who 
nevertheless persisted in refusing to allow 
his prisoner's reply in writing, the King 
having expressly forbidden it. Louis, 
however, urgently in treated that he 
might be allowed to give Julian some 
pledge, which w;ould at least prove to 
Jane that he had fulfilled his mission. 
To this the governor consented, and the 
Duke then gave him an impression of the 
seal, which represented the rose-tree so 
dear to the Princess. 
After an absence of six weeks, Julian 
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Mlnnied to the castle, at which Jane re- 
sided. He was sure thsd; she i^rould not 
ftil to go aod take her seat every mornifig' 
in the garden-diair, under the yoke-elm. 
He went, at her usual hour of walking — 
^he was tibere. With his usual cautioii 
iie conveyed to ker a loi^ letter, which 
he had written, and which contained an 
accosnt of all that he had done, of aU 
thiut the Prince had ^id, and of the gra- 
eiw» reception he had experienced. He 
did not forget to assure the Princess that 
as Ae King was now of age and begin- 
ning to reign in person, it was the gene- 
ral opinion thtrt the Duke of Orlews 
would soon TGOQvet his liberty, and that 
such was the coo^iction of the governor. 
Julian's letter contained also Ihe precious 
impression of the seal, which Jane be- 
held again with ecstacy. Louifihad not, 
then, eiltM* lost or discarded k, but bad 
carefully preserved it! The recollections^ 
attached to it, were «till dear to him ! 
He had displayed too die most lively sen- 
sibility in Julian's presence. 
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^^ Oh, how unjust I was !'' exclaimed 
she. ^^ Still he feels the same r^ard for 
me that he did. I cmght to be satisfied — 
I can find no cause for affliction, except 
my captivity." 

These ideas occupied Jaftie's mind de- 
liciously all the rest of the day ; for in 
the midst of great misfortunes, we seize 
the first GonsolatioDr with avidity, regard- 
ing it as a presage and annunciation of a 
period to our calamities. 

In the evening Ja&e walked to the par^ 
terre, that she might contemplate the 
deadrose-tree. She had not allowed it 
to be removed, from respect for the dear 
hand that planted it. It appeared to her 
that no^ ether person ought to touch the 
sacred, shrub ; but, on casting her eyes 
towards it, she started. The tree was 
covered with fine full-blown roses. A 
^gardener, whose back wais turned to- 
wards her, was still at work. " What 
is become of the dead rose-tree ?" de- 
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manded Jane, in a tone of chagrin, ^^and 
who has planted this ?'' 

" It was I, madam. My master or- 
dered me to plant it/* answered the 
gardener, turning round ; and Jane re- 
cognised the faithful Julian. The man- 
ner, in which he pronounced the words - 
"ibfy master ordered me to plant it" in- 
stantly convinced her that he alluded to 
the Duke, of Orleans. He could not 
explain himself better before the two 
guards, who were thirty paces from Jane. 
" I myself will take care of it,"' ex- 
claimed she. " Every night, at this 
hour, bring me a watering-pan.'* Ju- 
lian, after having received the order, im- 
mediately withdrew. Jane remained a 
long time near the shrub, which she in- 
cessantly surveyed. On leaving it, she 
took from her hair a golden pin, . and on 
the other side of the box wrote these 
words: " Friendship restores to me 
existence" 

The culture of this rose-tree gaye her 
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ail additional opportanity of correspond- 
ing with Julian. She much wished him 
soon to undertake a second journey^ but 
he informed her, by letter, that this was 
impossible in any other way than by his 
quitting the place altogeiher, for the 
principal gardener would not allow him 
leave of absence ag-ain. Jane, there- 
fore, remained three months longer a 
prey to anxiety and uneasiness, for the 
King obstinately refused to receive any 
letters from her, and she was as strictly 
guarded as ever. At length, she autho- 
rised Julian's departure, and as he could 
not return, he promised to find some 
means of conveying to her intelligence 
of the Duke. At the same time, he im- 
plored her to arm herself with patience, 
and when the moment arrived, at which 
she should receive an answer, to expect 
some singular stratagem every day, in 
order that she might not be surprised, 
and betray herself. 

Julian departed, and Jane was de- 
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prived of her faithful confidant ; but she 
experienced a great consolation in think* 
ing that the Diike of Orleans would soon 
receive a large packet^ written by her 
hand. At the expiration of a month, 
she b^an to count the days and hours, 
and to look attentively around her in the 
gardens and courts, which she sometimes 
crossed on her way to breakfiist at the 
^iry. She was always in hopes of en- 
countering some messenger, in disguise, 
sent by Julian. When she saw a new 
face, her heart beat violently — she looked 
steadfastly at the person, and more than 
once thought she perceived slight signs 
of being understood, from which error 
she was never released without extreme 
disappointment. Thus passed autumn 
and winter. — Jane sunk into a state of 
deep melancholy. Her imagination pre- 
sented to her all the evils she feared, in 
tiie form of frightftil realities. Sleep 
fled her couch, and she passed the days 
and nights in tears., Nevertheless, » 
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feeble ray of hope stUl remained, and 
always imparted interest to her walks. 

Qne morning, as she was crossing the 
court on her way to the dairy, she per^ 
ceived at a little door, which was partly 
opeo, a woman covered with rags who 
sued for alms, and whose person struck 
her as remarkable. Jane had obtained 
parmissioii for this little door to be partly 
open to the poor when she passed through 
the court, so that they could pat their 
hands through without entering. She 
wa^ in the habit of sending alms by the 
guards, but the female beggar, on the 
present occasioo, had trespassed beyond 
the prescribed limits, and the guards re- 
pulsed her with so much brutality that 
she fell in the court, and injured her 
head. Jane was indignant and hastened 
to her relief. She appeared to be in a 
* 9WOon, and what wa^ the emotion of the 
, Princess, when, upon stricter examina- 
tion, she recognised Julia, the wife of 
Julian ! She could not refrain from tears, 
_ P3 
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but the soldiers ascribed (hexn solely to 
compassion. She assisted in raising the 
mendicant, whose eyes were still closed, 
but who closely grasped her hand. One 
of the guards brought a chair, on which 
the poor woman was seated, and Jane 
then desired him to go for a glass of 
water. When he was gone, the other 
centinel ran to shut the little door, and 
no sooner had he turned his back upon 
them, than Jane whispered : " We are 
alone." On hearing these words, Julia 
opened her eyes, and drew from her sleeve 
a letter which Jane seized and put into 
her bosom. At the same time, the Prin- 
cess drew a ring from her finger and said : 
^ This will prove that you have seen 
me. Go, faithful friend.'* 

" To avoid suspicion," answered Julia, 
** I shall not come hither again." 

" And my answer ?" demanded Jane. 

*' Read the letter," said Julia, and 
more she could not say, for the guards 
returned. Jane herself, with the liveliest 
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gratitude, applied a healing embrocation 
to the head of Julia, which was but 
slightly hurt, and as she appeared to be a 
mendicant, the Duchess ordered a piece 
of gold to be given to her at her depar- 
ture ,- then hastening to her chamber, 
3he bolted the door, and precipitately 
opened the letter, which was from Julian, 
and which contained as follows : — 

" I have employed much time before 
I could find what I was in search of. 
During eight months the Duke has been 
transferred from one prison to another,* 
and in spite of niy indefatigable zeal, I 
have not been able to obtain access to 
him. He is now in theTower of Bourges,j' 
in the custody of a Castellian-jailor, the 
sovereign lord of this prison, and a most 
ferocious brutal man. It is well known 
that the Duke is most unworthily treated,:^ 
though I have not been able to learn par- 
ticulars. I advise you, madam, to write 

- * Historical. t Historical. J HiBtorical. 
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8 letta*, floliciting an audience of the 
King. The moment is favorable, for his 
Majesty begins to shew symptoms of sus* 
picion and inquietude. The credit of 
your enemies is on the decline. / If, 
Madam, you can descend at midnight^ 
without noise, by the private staircase, 
^nto the little court which is behind your 
apartment, and throw your letter to the 
King over the wall, which is not high, 
this letter will foil on the road aiid will 
be taken up, after which I have sure 
means of conveying it directly to his 
Majesty. Let it be fastened to a book 
sufficiently large but not too bulky, lest 
it should injure the person who will be 
waiting under the wall. May Heav«i 
listen to the prayers of gratitude, and 
soon deliver the august Princess, whom 
generous compassion has so often led 
into the dungeons of despairing priso- 
ners !" 

Jane moistened with her tears the 
letter which acquainted her with the sad 
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situation of Louis, but resuming all the 
strength of mind, which she so emi* 
nently possessed, she exclaimed : ^^ No, 
I will not sink beneath this terrible afflic- 
tion, though a thousand times more cruel 
than all I have before endured. He has 
need of me, and I will make every efibrt 
to serve him/' Accordingly, her thoughts 
were devoted to the means of following 
Julian's directions, but she found great 
difficulties in doing this, and such as 
would have appeared to any one else in« 
surmountable. She first wrote a letter 
to the King, couched in the strongest and 
most touching language, conjuring him 
to grant her a private audience of half 
an hour. She attached this letter to a 
pamphlet, and thought it would be easy 
for her to throw it over a wall which was 
not very high. She procured a key of 
the door at the foot of the private stairs 
which led into the court, but in order to 
reach the top of these stairs, it was re- 
quisite to pass through a little room, in 

e5 
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which a centinel, who was seventy years 
of age, slept in his clothes. This man 
commanded all the other guards and his 
authority was unlimited. He was cer- 
tainly a dangerous obstacle, but this did 
not deter Jane from her purpose. Every 
person in the castle had retired to rest 
at ten o'clock, herself excepted. Before 
eleven, she listened at the door of the 
soldier's chamber, and had the pleasure 
df hearing him snore most loudly. She 
then opened the door, and entered with- 
out making the least noise. There was 
a small lamp burning near the door of 
the stair-case. Jane, holding her breath 
and walking without shoes or stockings, 
happily reached this second door, which 
she opened without waking the guard. 
She extinguished the lamp, and in per- 
fect darkness descended the stairs, hold- 
ing in one hand the letter and in the 
other the key, by which she was to gain 
admittance injto the court ; but she no 
sooYier put it into the lock than she heard 
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with terror the barking of two great dogs 
which had been let loose in the court, 
according to custom, at ten o'clock. The 
instinct of these animals caused them to 
feel the approach of foot staps which they 
could not even hear, and they ran furious- 
ly to the door. If Jane had now opened 
it, she must have been devoured. As 
her chamber was so situated that she 
could not hear these dogs, she was en- 
tirelyngnorant that the court was guarded 
in so formidable a manner. Her asto- 
nishment equalled her grief and alarm. 
Her purpose was defeated. She put the 
letter in her pocket, and thought of no- 
thing but how to reg-ain her chamber 
without being perceived, if that were 
possible. She returned in despair through 
the same pitchy darkness-^he rapidly 
re-ascended the stairs — she found the 
door still open — she re-entered the old 
centinel's chamber in a tremor, and un- 
fortunately at the very moment that this 
man, whom the barking of the dogs had 
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roused, was leaping out of bed and cry* 
ing : ^^ Holla, comrades ! Bring a light/' 
while he seized the drawn sword which* 
lay ai his side. By this movement which 
was as sudden as it was unexpected, and 
in total darkness, he met Jane who was 
passing close to him, and pierced her 
arm with the point of his sword. She 
fell, exclaiming : « Oh !''— The terrified 
gfmrd recognis^ her voice — ^his sword 
dhropped from his grasp, and he stood pe- 
trified, believing he had killed the Prin- 
ieeas.--*^At this moment^ a great tumult 
was heard in the castle-— every one hastily 
quitted his bed — ^the soldiers and domes* 
tics came running with flambeaux — Jane 
'was seen with horror stretched on the 
Jftoor and covered with blood. — She had 
not swooned, but was holding her hand- 
kerchief to her arm. Two fetAale at- 
tendants ran to her and raised her— rshe 
leaned on their arms, and remaining on 
the same spot, said : '' I wished to go 
down into the court. This centinel 
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wounded me without knowing me-*-he is 
not to blame." i 

The guard, who thought himself com- 
pletely lost, felt such enthusiastic grati- 
tude at seeing the first object of the 
Princess was his justification, that he 
threw himself at her feet in tears, ex- 
claiming ; ^^ Oh madam, dispose of me 
at your pleasure. What can I do ?"' 

" Restore me to liberty,'' answared 
Jane, encouraged by his look and man* 
ner. The centinel was silent, but bs 
was evidently agitated, and gazed atten* 
tively at his royal prisoner. When people 
act thus, they are half won, 

** I by no means ask you to fiivor my 
escape,'' continued Jane. " I only wish 
to see the King my brother, who is de- 
ceived, and who would be indignant if 
he knew all that I have been dcJomed to 
endure, at this place, for a year. I know 
that he loves me and regrets my absence. 
Whea I shall have spoken to him for 
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only a quarter of an hour, he will reward 
all those who obeyed me. 

" Comrades," said the old centinel, 
" let us obey the sister of our King, who 
has always been so good and charitable/' 
" We will,*' exclaimed the other sol- 
diers^ " And so will we," cried the 
domestics. 

" I take upon myself to provide for 
you all," said Jane. " Let me depart 
immediately for Paris. Conduct me to 
the King's Palace. Put the horses to 
the carriage without loss of time." 

" Directly," replied all. " You are 
our mistress, and we will do every thing 
you wish. Long live the Duchess of 
Orleans !" 

This shout, which was a thousand 
times repeated, brought the Baroness de 
C** to the spot. She was received with 
universal hooting, while every one hasten- 
ed to tell her that the Princess was free 
and about to depart. «. Alarmed and con- 
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founded, she humbly offered to accom- 
pany her Royal Highness. 

" No, madani,V replied Jane, "I have 
no occasion for your services; but be 
assured that I despise revenge too much 
to make any complaint against you ; and 
should the King learn from others with 
what harshness you have treated me, I 
will soften his indignation and you shall 
not experience its effects/* 

Having spoken thus, she retired to her 
chamber, still supported by her attendants. 
They dressed her wound, which was^ 
slight, but as the arm was much swollen, 
«he wore a sling. While she changed 
her dress, the two dogs, which had caused 
her so much alarm, were chained, and at 
the moment that the castle clock an- 
nounced midnight, she descended into 
the court, escorted by her women and 
guards with jBambeaux. She was certain 
that Julian's wife was waiting on the 
road. She caused the outer door to be 
opened, and crossing the threshold, called 
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to Julia in a loud voice. The latter wa^ 
within ten paces of her, and surprise, 
mingled with fear, rendered her motion- 
less. 

" Come, my dear Julia," exclainfed 
the Princess, ^* come, I am free and we 
will depart together.'* 

At these words, Julia ran towards the 
Princess, transported with joy, saying: 
"Approach Julian, you may shew your- 
self Julian now appeared, also dis- 
guised as a beggar. He had accompanied 
his wife that he might protect her, if 
necessary. Jane told him she was going 
to Paris. 

" That is right, madam,'* said he, 
^'and I have a horse. I will precede you. 
Give me your letter for the King. He 
shall have it some hours before your ar- 
rival, and, you will be immediately re- 
ceived." 

Jane related her last adventure to Ju- 
lian in few words, and he then hastened 
to mount his horse at a farm house in 
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Ite nciglAaurhood, where be had been 
three days concealed. It was a strange 
sight for all in the castle, when the wo- 
man cohered with rags, who was recogw 
nised as the person to whom alms had 
been given in the morning, was so much 
caressed by the Princess, and stepped 
with her into the carriage, ijane de- 
parted at halfcpast twelve o'clock. During 
the journey she quei^ioned Jnlia as to 
&€ means, by which Julian would convey 
her letter to the King. 

" Through a very subaltern channel," 
answered Julia, ^' ^ugh a very sure 
one, and yoy owe it, riiadam, to your own 
kindness. Among the servants of the 
royal wardrobe, there is one who ob» 
tained his appointment through you, and 
whom the King, on this account, distin- 
guishes from all the rest. Julian spoke 
to him, and found him full of gratitude 
and zeal. He consented with pleasure 
to take charge of a letter, stating it would 
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be quite easy for him to put it into the 
King's own hand/' 

" A good lesson/' said Jane, " for 
those who despise the inferior classes, 
among whom are often to be found so 
many virtues, because pride, luxury and 
ambition have not corrupted them. It 
is to peiisons of this description that I 
owe my deliverance, together with the 
possibility of softening and abridging the 
captivity of him, who is a thousand times 
dearer to me than life/' 

The Princess was within a league of 
Paris at ten o'clock in the morning. She 
stopped at a small retired country-house 
which belonged to Julian, having agreed 
with him that she would there wait fpr 
such intelligence as he might bring. That 
she might not be known, she had desired 
her servants not to wear her livery. They 
were dressed in grey, and her guards left 
her, at some distance from the house, tp 
find quarters in a neighbouring village. 
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She kept no one with her but the old 
centinel who had wounded her. She 
retired to rest, and excessive fatigue made 
her sleep several hours. 

At ten o'clock Julian arrived in high 
spirits. He caused the Princess to be 
woke, and a note sent into her room from 
the King, containing these words: ^'Come, 
my dear sister. I lament beyond mea- 
sure all that you have endured. I have 
been cruelly imposed upon. — ^Come, my 
sister. I die with impatience to clasp 
you in my arms." 

This note completed the joy of the 
Princess, for she saw in it the assurance 
that the persecution of Louis would at 
length end. She dressed herself in haste 
and departed. Her attendants, who had 
brought their clothes with them, now 
resumed their liveries, and she entered 
Paris in triumph, accompanied by her 
escort, which was now only a guard of 
honour. Julia, who was decently dressed, 
was in front of the carriage, and Julian 
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rode before it. A erowd collected in 
tbe streets through which she passed^ 
expressing their astonishment and joy at 
seeing her again, and following ^e car* 
riage with loud shouts of ; *' Xon^ live 
ourg0od King! Lang live the Ducke$$ of 
Orleam r In the midst of an immense 
c<mcourse of people, Mtd universal tran^k 
ports, she arrived at the palace. At that 
moment, the Duchess de Beaujeu was 
entering the King's cabinets He h^d 
given her no intimation of what wa9 
about to happen, and felt a secret plea- 
sure, while anticipating the effect which 
Jane's appearance would have upon her. 
The Duchess de Beaujeu found five or 
aox persons with the King, and the severe 
fifigid look, with which he received her, 
caused her great uneasiness. She ima- 
gined that an unfavorable report of her 
had been made to her royal brother; 
and examined the courtiers assembled 
round him, in order to discover, if possi : 
ble, upon whom her resentment ought to 
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dHrtmctly l^ard ia tbe cabinet, increasal 
her inquietude. Her ertl couisciencev 
and the detesfation of her on the part of 
the public,' made her dreadfully afr«d 
of any . thing that resembled popular 
commotion. She could not conceal her 
alarm. 

" This noise,** said Charies with a 
bitter smile, *' need not alarm the pure 
and upright, for it only expresses admi- 
ration and love." 

As the King said these words, a great 
bustle was heard in the adjoining apart- 
ment. Suddenly the folding-doors of 
the cabinet flew open, and Jane appeared, 
feeble, depressed, languishing and with 
her arm in a sling. The Duchess of 
Beaujeu turned pale; she could neither 
speak nor moye ; her strength and haugh- 
tiness forsook her, and she almost fainted. 
-^^The King flew towards Jane, exclaim- 
ing: "Oh, my dear sister!'* — He took 
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her in his arms, pressed her to his heart, 
and mingled his tears with her's. . After 
a few minutes, Charles, turning to Afar 
dame, darted at her a look full of indig- 
nation, and giving his arm to Jane, led 
her out of the cabinet into another room. 
There a long and frank explanation 
equally justified the brother and sister. 
Jane learnt that she had been accused of 
an intention to dethrone the King, and 
elevate the Duke of Orleans ta his place. 
She also found that the King had writ- 
ten to her several times; consequently, 
it was evident that his letters had been 
intercepted. Charles rendered an ac- 
count to her of many other calumnies, 
and finally protested that, in spite of his 
anger, he had never suffered any process 
to be instituted against the Duke of Or- 
leans, and that he had constantly given 
orders for him to be treated in prison 
with all possible respect and attention. 
Jane shed a flood of tears, while she an- 
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nounced to him that her lord was groan- 
ing in the Tower of Bourges under the 
most odious oppression. 

"Sister/* returned Charles, "if you 
haye not been abused and this report 
prove true, I will abridge the time that I 
had fixed for his captivity, and punish 
with the utmost rigour the cruel author 
of these indignities ?" 

" Oh my brother,** said Jane, " I shall 
never ask you to punish. A woman 
should solicit nothing but pardon-«-and 
shall I not obtain this entirely for the 
husband of your sister ?** 

" The idea of what you have suffered," 
answered the King, " and the statcy in 
which I see yau, wound my heart. You 
have always a claim on my affections, of 
which henceforth no one shall deprive 
you. 1 repeat my promise that I will 
abridge the captivity of the Duke of Or- 
leans. I had fixed it at twenty years — ^ 
Do not start. He has already been two 
years in prison, and I give you my word 
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tbat he shall be st liberty before he has 
been three; but after his revoh, this re- 
maining portion of rigour is'necesaary. 
If you reflect, you yourself will acknow- 
ledge that I cannot extend my clemency 
further." 

Af these words Josie h^ved a deep 
sigh. •* I propose/' continued the King, 
** to go with you to Barges,* as soon as 
you have taken a Kttfe repose.** 

*^ I am by no means fatigued/' answ^v- 
ed Jane, ** I Ma ready to set out. My 
unfortunate husband is enduring hard- 
ships. Can I wish to delay my journey 
a moment?'* 

^ Enough/* said the King. " We wrB 
go very soon, then.** At these words, 
Jane threw her arms round her brother's 
neck . It was s^preed that she should only 
leave him for three hours, and that they 

should then take theit departure. She 

« 
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did not forget, in the course of thi^ inter* 
view, to mention her liberators, Julian, 
his wife, and the valei of the ward robe. 
The King, who was much moved by the 
recital, commissioned her to announce a 
pension to each of these persons, besides 
which he stated that he would bestow on 
Julian a lucrative and honorable office. 
Jane, on her part, liberally recompensed 
her guards and the domestics of the 
castle. 

The Duchess de Beaujeu wrote to the 
King, who returned no answer to her 
letter, and refused to see her. The re- 
port of her disgrace, which had been 
circulated from the first moment of Jane's 
restoration to favour, deprived her of all 
her creatures, for she had no frienda. 
All the court repaired to Jane's palace, 
while Madame shut herself up in her 
own, and gave way to excessive alarm. 
She feared every thing from the animo- 
sity of the people, and dared neither go 
out nor shew herself. 

Vol. II. F 
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Charles, behag unable to dispateh hi9 
business before ten o'clock in the evea^ 
ing, Tirished Jane to devote li^is^ night to 
repose, and wrote to inform her that he 
could UQt set ovt 'tlH six ^clodt in tbe 
morning. The seevet o# <hht sodden ex- 
cursion was perfectly kept. No one had 
a suspicion of it The King attd Jane 
stepped into a carriage, witbo«^ Ihere 
being at court the least suspicico of a 
journey, by which so many things were 
destined to be unveiled* Wh«k was 
Jaae's agitation on the road ! How steely 
die seemed to travel! How often she 
urged the postillions to quicken their 
pace, and calculated the number of 
leagues she had yet to go! As she sp- 
proached Bourges, her impatience grai- 
dually increased with her emotion— die 
was about to see the object of an attach- 
ment so iaithfid iand passionate^ after 
three years of the most afilicting absence. 

^ HiatoricAl. 
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—But in' what a state yms she about to find 
him ! A prisoner and persemited — while 
she could only l^hten hisisuffiMings, but 
not end them by procuring his hberation. 
She was so much oppressed that it was 
not possible for her to i^peak to, and an- 
swer the King; she ooqld only press his 
hand which she held betweoi her own, 
and batfie it with tears.-^Cbarles^ who 
was naturally of a feeling disposition, 
was himself much mored. 

It was almost midnight when they 
arrived at Bourses, but they immediately 
went to the Tower, the gutes of which' 
at once flew open when the King's 
name was announced. His Majesty en- 
tered, with the trembling arm of Jahe 
resting upon his. The keeper of this 
prison, tibeinfiexifale ajui cra^ Guerin,* 
ran hrif dressed tomeet the royal visitors 
-^his confusion /and pal^ess^ made Jane 
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shudder. " Where is the Duke cf Or- 
leans?'' demanded she. 

" Conduct us to his apartment/' said 
the King. 

*^ Sire/' replied the stammering gaoler, 
" 1 will inform his Royal Highness.'^ — 

" No/' interrupted Charles. "Con- 
duct us to him, I say." 

"Sire, the orders, which I received 
in your Majesty's name/' returned Gue- 
rin, " were strict and rigorous." 

" You might know, then," observed the 
King, " that they did not proceed from 
me. I am incapable of giving such or- 
ders to a prince of my own blood, and 
especially my brother-in-law." 

" Madame, the t\egent," said the 
keeper. 

" For two years there has bteen no 
Regent/' answered the King. " I reign, 
and 1 shall punish those who deserve it." 

" Again," said Jane, " I ask where 
he is." . . .1 - 

" Madam," repltedi Guerin, " by the 
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express order of the Duchess de Beaujeu 
he is — but only during the night— he is 
in a subterraneous apartment. 

" A dungeon!'* exclaimed Jane. 
"Great Heaven!*' Sobbing, she sunk 
upon the King's bosom, and seemed as if 
almost incapable of bearing up s^inst 
what she heard, but suddenly collecting 
herself, she exclaimed : " Oh my brother, 
let us hasten to release him." 

Charles now turned to the gaolor, and 
in a dreadful voice ordered him instantly 
to shew the way to the dungeon. The 
wretch was overpowered by terror and 
threwf himself at the feet of Jane, re- 
peating that he had only act^ in con^for- 
mity to the reiterated orders sent by the 
Duchess de Beaujeu.^ ^ Charles was 
• obliged to promise that he should not 
lose his life, in > order to impart the 
strength which was necessary. This 

* Hi«toric«l. 
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did Dot^ iiQweveri enable him to w93k. 
Two ibutmen, with JSabibeaux, took him 
in their arm^) and carried him the way 
that he descrihed in broken accents. 
Jane and the Kit)g» etoorted by all those 
who had accompanied them on horse- 
back^ descended into the subterraneous 
part of the prison. They ^entered a 
.gloomy and humid caTem, where a sight, 
the most hoffriblaand iwespected, caught 
every eye and rendered every ^spectator 
motionless. It v^as an iron eage plaofil 
at the extremity of the cayern, ajod 
through the bars Louis was seen asleq[> 
in a straw^chatr.^ He was awoke by 
the noise and glare of the flambeaux. 
*' Do yo¥ c<Mne," said he " to release me 
from this load of life?'' 

" Oh Louis!'* exclaimed Jane, pre- 
cipitating herself in agony towards the 
cage, which had just been opened. 
. " Liberating angel," answered Louis, 

* Histotieal* 
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•* igit thy celestisd voice iiiat I hear?"— 
While saying these words, he stretched 
out his anas — Jane rushfd to him, and 
h^ kneit to receive her. *' The King is 
here/' said she. ^^ He is come in 
person to take you from this horrible 
plK€. Oh that 1 had bnt been with you 
all the time you have been here !'' 

More she <^ould not say, for riie fell in 
a swoon upon the bosom of Louis. No 
one was now seen or thought of but 
herself. IndignatiOB, resentment and 
aU other feelings were suspended. The 
King and the Duke carried her into ihe 
grand apartment of the Tower, where 
she was placed upon a couch. She im- 
mediately recovered the use of her 
senses^ and felt delighted in finding that 
she was in the arms of her husband and 
brother. Louis, without thinking at first 
of gratitude to the King, gave vent to the 
feelings inspired by the tenderness of 
Jaue, then sinkifig oii his knee befoi^ his 
80va^gn,heMid: ^' Siite^ I caU Heaven 
f4 
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to witness tfiat I have ever Entertained 
for your Majesty the sentiments of a 
loyal subject, and made war only against 
the Regent.— Still I grant that I set a 
bad example and was highly culpable^— 
I have, therefore, no right to complain. 
I feel, at this moment, nothing but your 
Majesty's goodness. Your presence and 
that of my incomparable wife indem- 
nify me for all I have endured." 

" Brother," returned the King, pre- 
senting his hand, " you have been guilty 
of a great fault, but it is more thap suf- 
ficiently expiated. I trust that you have 
not ascribed to me the -barbarous treats 
meat you have endured. I cannot again 
permit you to appear at court, but yoii 
shall not be an oppressed prisoner. My 
sister shall divide her time between us, 
and you may fix upon the fortress you 
chuse to inhabit." 

" Sire," answered the Duke, " if 
agreeable to your Majesty, I will remain 
here; but I earnestly implore you to 
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pardon Dimoi&r» who made every effort 
in his power to prevent my error, and 
pnly^. accompanied me because he was 
determined to share my fate/' 

'^ I pardon him/' said Charles. ^^ Thank 
my sister for it*' 

^^ Angelic Jane/' exclaimed Louis, 
^^ how could I complain when it is my 
destiny to owe every things to you! — 
Alas/' continued he, ^^ when I sepe- 
rated myself from you, I lost all ; but I 
bless my misfortunes, because they have 
completely brought your sublime vir- 
tues to light. Of what importance is it 
that I inhabit a dungeon^ if you appear 
in it? Do you not bring with you ce- 
lestial blifis? Oh, you will never know 
the sweetness and charm ' of the attach- 
ment you inspire ! It is a feeling which 
has in it something divine, for it is, 
doubtless, ard^it and impassidaed gra«^ 
titude, which constitutes :tha real .bea-: 
titude of angels and the jelect/* 

At these words, Jane seized the hand 
f6' 
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of Louis «8 ^vell as diit of the King, and 
jaiiung them ti^gethtt, said while she 
dasped them between her own: '^ Sire, 
when you hear him speak thus, your 
heart pardons him, 1 am certain/' 

" Yes," answered Charles, "suchsen- 
tfments make ample reparation. But 
I wish to know all you have endured/' 

Louis then stated (hat, during the eight 
months which he had passed in the 
Tower, he had always occupied a tole- 
rable apartment during the day, but 
Aat every night, Guerin came, with a 
dozen armed men, and conducted him 
to the iron cage in the subterraneo^M 
fhmgeon.* 

** The wretch!'* exclaimed the King. 
^^ In this hotrible prison shall he pass 
Ike remainder of his days/^ 

** Sire," replied Louis, " he has only 
abided the positive orders he received, 
ftor I mysdf hare seen them, and they 

* HistoricaU 
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were re^lariy i^aed. The real bar- 
barity is not his/^ 

^ Oh my brother/' said Jane, " on 
this day which will form, in my life, an 
epodi equally afflicting and dear — on 
thi« d«y^ which has reunited ns all three, 
let no tears flow but those of penitence 
and gratitude — let no one be ccHisdgned 
to despair/' 

The King assigned Ae poM'er of pun* 
ishing Guerin to Louis, who contented 
himsdf with immediately expelling him 
from the Tower of Bourgcs, The Duke 
having expressed his wish to pass the 
remainder of his imprisonment at tins 
fortress, he obtained permission to send 
-for hui old servants, as well as all who 
were attaefaed to him« Hie King re- 
mained more dmn five hours in ike 
prisoii, chusiiig to acquaint Louis with 
all the particulars of Jane's admirable 
^ondiiet. Al length he d^arted, for 
the purpo«l* of returning to P^ts. 
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When Louis found himseif alone with 
Jane, he exclaimed : ^' At length, then, I 
may speak to you and open my whole 
heart — that heart which henceforth is en- 
tirely your'3 and which for five hours 
has, with so much difficulty, repressed 
its sentiments/' 

" Have you not,*' said Jane, " already 
told me every thing that can satisfy my 
tenderness, and cause me to forget my 
pain ?" 

" No," replied Louis, falling at her 
feet, " I have told you nothing. — What 
a secret did you conceal from in^ f I 
loved and admired you as a being per- 
fectly unique in this world, and yet I only^ 
knew a portion of your heroic genero- 
sity. Of what happiness has your de- 
licacy deprived me, and for how many 
years ! I knew not how far disinterested 
sensibility could go. How often have I 
profaned the name of love ! It is neither 
pure nor perfect, except in your soul. 
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In n wprd, I possess the letters which 
you wrote to the Countess de Dunois^ 
and have read them all/' 

Jane no sooner heard this declaration 
thi^n her emotion became so violent that 
she was incapable of uttering a single 
word. Louis knew her sentiments, and 
spoke to her with impassioned feeling. 
It was no longer a friend, but a lover, 
whom she thought that she beheld at 
her feet, and could she, at this moment, 
have seen what was passing in his heart, 
she would not have doubted it ; for gra- 
titude has its intoxication, as well as love, 
but the source of it is so pure that, even 
while it is dissipating itself, far from ex- 
hausting the soul, it leaves a delicious 
impression which resembles the testis 
mony of a good conscience. Jane did 
not long remain under the influence of 
this enchantment, for the leading idea 
of her mind dispelled the sweet illusion. 
She recollected the violent passion, felt 
by Louis fojr Anne of Brittany, and this 
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recollection fixed her lot. The gratitude 
of the Duke might mitigate its hardship, 
but could not alter it. Though totally 
deprived of hope, she felt a secret ' 
pleasure in now having nothing to con- 
ceal from the object of her affections. 
She felt sure that he must sincerely pity 
her;, and that the affection, which he 
felt for another, must ,serve to make him 
know the grandeur of her sacrifice and 
the extent of the generous consent to 
their divorce which she had given. At 
the same time, fearing to yield to the 
gratification of expressing the senti- 
ments which she had so long concealed, 
which he could not return, and which 
she, therefore, thought a weakness, she 
was almost as much embarrassed as if 
. her affection had been reprehensible. 
Blushing, and with downcast eyes, she 
acknowledged a passion which she could 
no longer deny, but it Was in timid and 
constrained language, a thousand times 
less tender than that which she had hi- 
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thetto emi^yed to ejtpress tiothing be«- 
yond esteem. Louis, who listened to 
her and gozed at her with indescriba* 
ble rapture, instead of replying, rose and 
walked to a secretaire at a little distance, 
from which he took a small cadcet ; then 
approaching her, he said ; " This casket, 
which I have never opened since I read 
your letters, contains a miniature given 
to me by the Duke of Brittany, unknown 
to her whom it represents. I have only 
preserved it that I might sacrifice it to 
you.— Take it, and be assured that the 
recollection of all you have done for me 
is sufficient to efface this image from my 
recollection/* 

" I accept it as a deposit,^* said Jane. 

** Talk not thus,*' exclaimed Louis 
warmly, *' or I will dash it to pieces at 
your fe^." 

" Enough,'* answered Jane, putting 
forth her trembling hand. *♦ I consent.*' 

At these words, a sudden unexpected 
sensation of uneasiness seized the Duke, 
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and his attempts to conceal it only tended 
to inorease it, — He presented the casket, 
and Jane saw that he turned pale. — How 
genuine and^heart-rending is the remorse, 
inspired by love ! — Louis had sacrificed 
Anne from feelings of enthusiastic esteem 
for Jane — he thought be had done a 
generous action ; and now he saw nothing 
but Anne in all her charms — ^he heard 
nothing but her — ^he felt as if he was the 
most guilty and the most unfortunate of 
nien. Oppressed at the heart and over- 
whelmed with consternation, he threw 
himself into a chair, without being able 
to articulate a single word. The unhappy 
Princess too well perceived what was pass- 
ing in his soul, and suffered still more 
acutely than himself; but that sh^^night 
not add to his painful embarrassment, she 
affected an air of calmness. She did not 
attempt to conceal that she saw his regret 
and anguish, for he would not have given 
credit to this; but she thought (and with 
reason) that he would take it kindly if she 
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did not speak to him on the subject. 
Such is the weakness resulting from the 
passions, that we are obliged to humour 
them, even when there is no hope of 
deceiving the person who is under their 
influence. 

After a silence of a few moments, Jane 
tried to raise her timid feeble voice, and 
said : " You have read my letters ; if 
you have discovered in them any expres- 
sion of involi]totary feeling, you have atoo 
seen firmness and decision which nothing 
can shake — yoti have seen that your hap- 
piness is to me every thing. I shall 
'never: swerve'. from this. Nothing can 
induce me to alter the resolutions .which 
render me worthy of your esteem. I am 
satiisfied with the station which I occupy 
in your heart, and prefer it to any other, 
when I refl^ect that it is impossible to 
expel me from it. Now that you know 
all my secrete, you shall be the confidant 
of all my thoughts, mid you will find 
that I am infinitely jess to be pitied than 
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jwi imagiiie. Your noble geiieroiis soul 
will eaniy conoehte that liie glory of ex- 
-tnordinary devotion mtity sweeten the 
bitterness of the gneatest aacrifiee/" 

At these wonis Jane rose, and without 
waiting for any answer retired to the 
spartaient prepared for her. Louis was 
ahnost aimihilaled, and had ao power to 
detain her. 

*\ Great God V' exefadmed he, as soon 
aa dbe was gone, ^ what a destiny is 
wiae i Qh, how I envy tiiia unequaUed 
wonaa, who has only noiirishad a pure 
legitimate passion that Ae might sacrifice 
cmry thing for me, and find her reward 
in Ibe moat nncxampled act of derotion. 
«<««^She has donbtless felt afflictioii, but in 
the consoling bosom of religion she has 
ieamt to double her strength and fbrti- 
tnde. She has wept, but she has nearer 
lAied the bitter scalding tears of renmrse. 
^^i-^ver proceeding with steady pace in 
the path of duly, she imparts sublimity 
te her sacrifioes.'^ETer at peaee with 
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liersdf, sb^ mjoyu tbe ^diciou^ tnwqiu)* 
lity of an unsallied coiiSGieiice,-«-B^ 
I ! — ^Wbat iBust become of me, fiitunled 
as I am between two duties and tw^ 9f»o 
ti«oent8 equally dear, equally 9acred^ Ibe 
£ital coUision of wlucli destroys ev^y 
virtue of my native? It is lao logger po^ 
sible for me to act generously* I hwu 
no choice but between i«grati|u4e fimd 
peijury/' . 

These .rciflections plunged hwin ifito 
such profound distress that, in spite of 
tbe happy erents which had Just oc- 
curred, he was still more to be pitied 
than when be was confined in tbe irou 
cage. He had, howey^, presented 
Aune's portrait to iJane^ and this was* 
formal pled^that he would renounce 
)ier. It is true that Jane announced tbe 
design of persistingin her conduct, but tbfd; 
ber husband might prove the rectitude of 
his intentions, he thought it his duty t^ 
urge the consummation of the tie whidi 
he had formerly wished to dissolve, and 
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how could she oppcM^e this, now that her 
secret was known ? 

Jane was, on her part, in the most vio- 
lent dotation. — ^The moment that she 
reached her chamber, she opened the 
&tal casket, and fearfully directed her 
eyes towards the miniature, which repre- 
sented the most enchanting and most 
perfect countenance, of which imagi- 
nation can form an idea. — She gazed at 
it in great emotion, but tears soon hid it 
frt)m her view. 

" Her soul," said Jane, ^* is described 
to be as pure as this countenance is fasn 
cinating — and shall I accept the sacrifice 
of a sentiment, inspired by such a wo- 
man? — No, no.— To hide m)^self from 
public observation, to bury myself in 
)>rofound solitude, to weep in silence 
and to oflTer up prayers for their happi- 
ness — such be my future employment. 
I submit to it qot only without despair, 
but withoutamurmur. — Of what, indeed, 
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should I complain? Has he not sacri- 
ficed to me this miniature ? — ^He shall be 
happy — he shall owe his happiness to me, 
—Is there none on earth but such as love 
aflbrds? — Havel not experienced that 
divine consolation which pours a salutary 
balsam into the soul's most grievous 
wounds? Oh, what gratifications can 
beneficence also bestow, especially in the 
rank which Providence has allotted to 
me'/' 

During this soliloquy her hands were 
clasped together and her eyes raised to^ 
wardsHeaven. HertearS flowed copiously, 
buttheywerenottearsof distress. She sunk 
into a deep reverie— nahe retraced the past^ 
tiithout finding one action on her part 
that was censurable. She recollected 
with delight that her kindness to evtpy 
one had been unifonn ; die saw how 
much good she might do in future^ and 
she ceased to repine at her lot. 

Louis was afiraid of seeing her again ; * 
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fo^t the perfect serenity of her look aod 
men rertored fainb in c^oai^ degree to 
himself. He was about to renew his pro^ 
testtation^, but she interrupted him. 

*^ Your gratitnde ami esteettt," bsM 
she, *• have made ine the arbiter of yow 
destiny. li is an office which I aoeept 
with transport, alid of which yoia cannot 
deprive »e Without injustice. — Let roe, 
then, dispose of f^. I neither accept no? 
refuse the sacrifice you offer to make ; but 
as y^u fee] for a Princess, worfliy of being 
loved^ a pasision whicii I myself have au-- 
thorised, ai^d which she retonrtM^ Irom a 
eo&&dence in my wovd^ i witt continue 
to be only your ^«ttr and your frieitd, 
ever ready t^ folfil my pnoi&tses^ but 
leaving ydu art HbeHy is aU respects. 
0it 'Aifi sdbjcct^. diewfote, let us hold no 
farther eo«i«rsatHm. I re<{Hir^ il; «nd 
iettfiire toiisa^ that! liave aisight tl>re^ 
quire it. If I tUdogtit and ^bdtedr othef « 
w«ef I sfa^ui^ be boMsnkpttbfe in Iny 
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own eye». — ^Letthat declaration suffice; it 
wiU conyince you, I am mre, that my 
resolution ia unalterable/' 

This lauguage, so firm, so noble, and 
at tbe asme tine so wise,, solaced at once 
the Conscience and the heart of Louis. 
He had still the merit of having dts* 
played generosity^ yet remained free 
without the embarrassment of accepting 
a great sacrifice, or opposing the inten- 
tion, of making it He ceased to be cul- 
pable, and time alone, not his will, was. 
to decide his fete. He adored Jaae for 
the ingenious act of kindness^ by which 
she absolved him without his feeliagany. 
humiJiatioD. From this moment their 
conversation resumed all its . former 
charms, with an additional inferest^^that 
of mutually reJa^tng. the most remarks 
able adventorea which had occurred to. 
Ihem during ao long an absence* . 

At noon, Louis and Jane wished to 
deseend into the dnngeotn, for tbe pur- 
pose of seeing die iron cage bndito to 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 JANE OF FRANCS. 

pieces in their presence, Charles having 
ordered it to be destroyed. Louis caused 
the prisoners in the Tower tq be assem- 
bled, that they might witness aii oc- 
currence, in which all were interested^ 
Their loud acclamations expressed the 
joy they e;xperienced in seeing the des- 
truction of the frightful cage, devised by 
cruelty and despotism. . Jane looked ^t 
these prisoners with feelings of com- 
passion, especially when she felt that 
they had been companions in misfortune 
with the Duke of Orleans. She inter- 
rogated them and received several peti- 
tions from them. She wrote to the court 
in their behalf, and ultimately obtained 
the release of many. 

The Duke of Orleans felt lively satis- 
faction in sending a courier to Dunois, 
announcing that the King granted him 
pardon, liberty and the restitution of his 
property. 

Jane passed six months with Louis; 
she tlfen returned to court by the King's 
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orders, and on the same day Ihinois re- 
joined the Prince, to whom he wished to 
devote the liberty he had regained. Jane 
did not find the Duchess de Beaujeu at 
court, this lady having precipitately retired 
to her estate at Chantelle,* where she 
learnt, with indescribable alarm, that 
Charles and Jane were gone together to 
Bourges. She wrotf the most submis-^' 
sive letters to the King, ascribing all she 
had done to, zeal for him. Her royal 
brother replied that nothing could be an 
excuse for barbarity, and that the only 
true mode of shewing attachment to a so^ 
vereign was by endeavouring to make 
him beloved. He added that he could 
not persuade himself to banish from his 
court the woman who had presided over 
his education, that she was at liberty to re- 
turn,but that he required of her, for the fu- 
ture, not to take any part in the govern- 
ment and not to mingle in public affitirs.f 



♦ ifistortcaf. t Hisloricft*. 

Vol. II. G 
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When the ambitious can approach Kings, 
they still cherish hope. Madame re- 
turned. — She was in disgrace, and there- 
fore Jane went to her, but made no re- 
proaches and appeared in public with 
her. — Madame, humiliated as she was 
by this generous conduct, abandoned by 
all her partisans, and without personal 
consideration or credit, concealed her 
rage and resentment, affected perfect 
carelessness and serenity, attracted a 
crowd of guests by splendid fetes^ paid 
assiduous court to the King, and consoled 
herself with the possibility of still ad- 
droitly insinuating herself into the favor 
of the monarch, whom she had no longer 
' the right of approaching with her coun- 
pils. 

Jane, who had long wished to provide 
herself with a final asylum, had obtained 
from the Pope the requisite permission 
to found a convent for nuns, who were 
to bear the name of Annonciades.* She 

* Historical. 
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established this monastery at Bourges, a 
place dear to her on more than one ac- 
<50unt. The late King had been born there ; 
he had loaded her with favors, and she 
revered his memory. Louis too still 
inhabited the Tower of this city. Jane, 
consecrating to religion the modest colour 
which she always wore, allotted a grey 
dress to her nuns, and being declared 
the superior of this new order, she pro- 
mised to come every year and pass some 
weeks with the sisterhood.* While em- 
ployed, in this religious and benevolent 
object she did not forget Julian, but ob- 
tained for him an ojffice ot importance, 
by which he made a fortune. Louis also 
conferred on him marks of distinction, 
which to a heart like his were truly gra- 
tifying. 

The exile of Louis continued nearh an- 
other year, and Jane, at different periods, 
passed a great portion of it with him. 

* HistoricaU 
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She became eir^ry day so necessary 
to him that, when she quitted him, it 
appeared as if she carried away with 
her all his peace of mind, and all the 
happiness of his life. ^ He then believed 
that his attachment to her could be com- 
pared with no other affection, 

*' It is impossible, without folly/' sdd 
be to Dunois, *' that I can waver between 
two sJentiments, one of which ^ibeltishes 
only a solitary season of life, while the 
other may endure withotit diminution 'tiH 
I sink into the t<»ib. What compaction 
cun be like this woman, heroic in 
misfortune, courageous amidst the most 
i^alling reverses, and ever ingeniously 
active in doing good — this woman, 
who is so indu^nt as to those 
weaknesses, from which she herself 
isj exempt, and whose society is at 
the same time so delightful from the 
stores of her mind, her delicacy ^^ her 
sensibility, her equimimity? Who can 
supply her place to me ? Who will ever 
love me as gibe does ?*' 
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Hiug "spoke and thought Louis for n 
Itw d€|yB, whenever Jaoe Idt him ; biit 
when alone, without any employment 1^ 
ooeupy his mind, other ideas oocuired to 
liis wandering imagiimtion. The recoU 
lection of Anne and dl the pangs of love 
assailed him, plunging him again into a 
stsibe of irresoltttkm, the more painful be^ 
eanse it wbs by no laean^ consonant with 
his chwnctsf* It was, in fact, produced 
by thie combats which took place in hi^ 
heart, between two sentiments incapable 
of aoeording with each other. The news 
which ha received from Brittany, two 
months before hit departure from Bour^ 
ges, sMed to his indecision. He had 
hHBt a female friend at that court, who 
was a lady in constmit attendance on the 
Princess and her confidante, A letter 
from this I»dy at length reached him, by 
which he evidently perceived that several 
others had be^ intercepted. It announ-^ 
ced that the Princess had long been the 
victim of profound melancholy, and that 
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nothing could alter her sentiments as to 
the Duke of Orleans. This last passage 
was indelibly engraved in his heart. It 
re-illnmined the flame in his bosom, and 
brought back all the misery of his singu- 
lar and afflicting situation. 

At length he left the Tower of Bour- 
ges, and set out for Paris, accompanied 
by Jane and the Count de Danois. He 
entered the capital during the night, in 
order to avoid any sceties of public en« 
thusiasm, which his unexpected arrival 
would not have failed to produce. When 
their number is small, men are generally 
egotists; but in large masses they like to 
intoxicate themselves with admiration of 
some one — ^they want an object of wor- 
ship. Such is human nature in reality, 
and the multitude always prove it. Man 
is created, then, to acknowledge, to love 
and to revere a supreme power, and 
happy is he if he neither profanes his 
homage nor his enthusiasm. 
The Duke of Orleans could not escape 
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tbe anxiety of the Parisians, in spite of 
the precautions suggested by his pruden<ce 
and modesty. No sooner was his return 
known than the people surrounded his 
palace, stationed themselves at the gates, 
and awaited his. appearance with tumul- 
tuous impatience. When he at length 
came forward, he was greeted with shouts 
of transport. 

The King received Louis with that af- 
fability so impressive in Princes, that ge- 
nerous delicacy and kindness which do 
not make a person seem as if he were 
granting pardon, but as if he had entirely 
forgot the transgression which rendered 
one necessary. The Duchess de Beaujeu 
felt that, on such an occasion, nobody 
would be imposed upon by artifice, and 
that the best air she could assume was 
one of distance and loftiness. Without 
having regained her former consequence, 
this woman had again contrived to acquire 
some influence over the young monarch. 
He no longer kept her at a distance, but 
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«aw her every day, and among Princes, 
this constant easy intercourse always be- 
gets a degree of intimacy and confidence. 
The tenadly, which it authorises, k a 
iqpecies of &vor, and perhaps, amoi^ 
them, a most useful one. 

The Duchess, for a long time, but 
only by insinuations, had inspired 
Charles with a wish to marry Anne of 
Brittany. The Prince, who was not 
aware how repeatedly she had adTJsed 
this step, one day confided U> her that he 
had resolved on preferring the Princess 
of Brittany to all those who had been 
propc^d to him. Madame afiected gre^ 
surprise at this declaration, ajqiearing at 
tlie same time as if she felt that any 
advice on her part was interdicted, and 
therefore remaining silen|. Charles, 
however, requested a reply to his<;ommu* 
nication. " 

" Are you then ignorant,"' said she, 
that the Duke of Orleans, imposed upon 
by the artifices of the Duke of Brittany, 
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persisted in his revolt' frDm no other mo- 
tive than the hope of marrying Anne 
and repudiatii^ my sister ^'' 

^^ Of what importance is that to me ^** 
returned the King. 

'* Surely of much/' answerckl Ma- 
dame, '^ for the passion on his part still 
exists and the Princess returns it/' 

*' Returns it !*' exclaimed Charles. 
" That I do not believe/' 

'^ I have proofs of it," said tl^ Du- 
chess, ** in letters addressed to the Duke, 
which were intercepted/' 

*' Lettars from the Princess?" dembnd* 
ed the King. 

^^ No," auswered his insidious sister, 
*^ but from one <rf* the ladies near her 
person^ who is the confidante of fooAi 
parties. Hence arises my irreconcilable 
aversion to this odious man, who at tb^ 
eame time that he rebelled against his 
tovereign, my brothar and wiy pupil, 
wished to repudiate my aister.— I have al^ 
iowi^ myself to be aeoHsed of injustice 
fi 5 
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and barbarity; I have had the modera- 
tion never to speak of these letters out of 
xegard to my sister ; but I have preserved 
them and will deposit them in your 
hands ; for I feel it a sacred duty to ac- 
quaint you witfi every thing which bears 
reference to the Princess whom you wish 
to espouse. You will see nothing in 
these letters, which can create in your 
mind a bad opinion of her. The incli- 
nation towards the Duke of Orleans was 
secretly authorised by her father. She 
was persuaded that several circumstaneel 
rendered his marriage null and void, 
nay, that my sister herself, wished a di- 
vorce to take place ; but I haVe ascertain- 
ed that for some months the Princess of 
Brittany has been better informed, and 
has triumphed over the unfortunate at- 
tachment. She is so pious and so vir- 
tuously inclined, that you can have no 
fears as to futurity, if you have the pru- 
dence, as I do not doubt, to keep the 
JDuke of Orleans constantly at a distance 
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from court. If he remained here, he 
would indisputably fail in any infamous 
attempt to seduce your consort, but still 
he might injure her reputation/' 

This malignant language made but 
too strong an impression on the King's 
mind; he demanded the letters. Ma- 
dame went for them and delivered 
them, with some final comments, calcu- 
lated to sow the seeds of jealousy in the 
heart of Charles. He felt, however, real 
affection for Jane,, and his confidence in 
her was unlimited , Madame, therefore, 
suspected that he would open his heart 
to her, and as she was ignorant of her 
sister's secret motiveis, being/ herself in- 
capable of divining such an act of ge- 
nerous devotion, shejwas persuaded that if . 
the confidence of the King did not give 
rise to a complete quarrel between the 
Duke and Duchess of Orleans, it would 
at least cause a misunderstanding betweea 
them of no common nature, and that the 
Duke perceiving coldness on the part of 
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&e King, would do something by whidi 
his ruin loight be effected. In fact, 
Charles was incapable of disguisii^ faia 
grief, and being closely questioned by 
Jane, confessed aH. She could not hear 
with indifference that her brother was 
about to marry her riTal, for it was an 
event of the greatest importance to her; 
nor could she refrain fr<An indulging a 
secret satisfaction, which was soon re- 
pressed by a thousand uneasy thoughts as 
to futurity. — Not being able to justify 
her lord, but by revealing his secrets, 
die avowed them all — at least all that 
personally rdated to herself, and tdd his 
story in such a way as placed his character 
in the best point of view. ITie only ex- 
ception was that she did not mention the 
miniature of Anne. She threw upon the 
Duke of Brittany aM the false hopes he 
had caused in the mind of her husband, 
and tried to persuade the King that the 
Princess had only felt for Louis the 
simple preference which a TirtoouB 
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y<mng woman might easily entertain for 
h^ destined husband. Lastly, she did 
not forget to dwell upon the sacrifice he 
had made in her own fevour, by renounc- 
ing the attachmente altogether, which 
she stated to be absolutely the case. She 
made no reflections on the conduct of 
Madame, bearing always in mind that 
they were sisters, mid leaving to high 
Heaven the <^ce of undeceiying the 
King as to her infamous charact^. This 
explanatiofi, which occupied neariy four 
hours, sensibly aflected Charles, and 
doubled his affection for a sister so wor- 
thy of it. Jane, in this long interview, 
justified the Duke of Orleans, and calmed 
the jealousy of her royal brother, with* 
out however entirdy removing it^ 

While Charles and Jane resigned Ihem* 
selves to the sweet effliatons of recipnkad 
confidence, I^dame was seated alone 
in her apartment. Since ^she had lost 
the sovtteign power, she did not possess 
a single real friend ; biit she had preserved 
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a great number of spies, and had formed a 
little secret council of informers. Sur- 
rounded by these and listening to them, 
she fancied that she was still a leading 
member of government. She -knew 
that the King was closeted with Jane. 
When she calculated the hours which 
had elapsed since the beginning of this 
conference, she easily imagined that 
Charles had revealed all, and she glowed 
with impatience to know the result of 
the interview. While thus a prey to 
anxiety, the folding-doors of the room 
opened and the Duchess of Orleans was 
announced. Madame was delighted, 
not doubting that she came to vent her 
resentment against the Duke, and join 
in effecting his destruction. With this 
idea she rose, and ran towards her sister 
with open arms, but Jane drew back and 
said; ^^ No perfidious demonstrations of 
r^^rd, Madam! You have used unli- 
mited authority to intecept letters, as 
well as to plunge into dungeons, and to 
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confine in iron cages the unfortunate ob- 
jects of yqur unjust and barbarous en* 
mities. I bad pardoned all that you had 
caused the Duke of Orleans to endure, 
for you had no longer any share in the 
government and were in disgrace ; but 
I perceive that you still wish to perse- 
cute him, and that you think yourself pos- 
sessed of the power to execute your de- 
sign. In this respect, however, you de^ 
ceive yourself. The King is just and 
upright — he loves me^— he listens to me 
— I shall always be able to defeat your 
plots. I have justified the Duke of Or- 
leans, and he possesses the perfect esteem 
of his sovereign. I am ignorant as to 
court-intrigue, but I know how to defend 
the man I love, and I will prove that, 
under the government of a generous and 
humane monarch, there is a degree of 
firmness and power in the upright which 
the wicked may dread.** 

Having spoken thus, the Princess 
turned and disappeared, leaving Madame 
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ID a state of astoaJBhnient equalled only 
by her atiger. 

Jaoe, from a very natural delicacy, 
would not annouiH^e to Louis the pro* 
jected marriage of the King, but it soon 
became a general topic of -conversationp 
and he experienced a feeling of vexation 
and chagrin which it was not in his 
power to conceal. Far from opening his 
heart to Jane, he was so unjust as to be* 
have towards her with coldness and iU-hu* 
mour. He knew her amiable disposition, 
font he also knew that, in the mort per- 
fect people, their conduct is often more 
generous than their sentiments; and it is 
tikis which constitutes the merit of most 
of our actions. There would be no sa- 
crifices, if the heart were always in 
unison with our conduct Thus Jane 
had been capable of giving a fiill consent 
to her own divorce, and yet she saw with 
internal satisfaction that her rival was 
dbout to fiurm another connection. In 
great afflktioii, it is with difficulty Ijiast 
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we support the presence of those who 
find any advantage in what causes otir 
pain. Louis avoided Jane, and this un- 
happy Princess, who saw what was pass- 
is^ in his heart, ascertained with mourn-* 
fill astonishment that his passion for 
Anne, which she had thought nearly ex- 
tinct, was as violentas ever. 

Six months afterwards, the negiH^tiom 
with Brittany were terminated, the m«r- 
riage of the King was solemnly pro* 
claimed, aad the Princess arrived at 
Paris* What a moment for Jane, when 
she for the first time appeared in tlus 
presence of the woman who had long oc* 
cupied her thoughts ! How beautiftil did 
Anne I4>p6ar, and how did Jane's emo- 
tions increase when she saw Louis, who 
was minutely observed by the King and 
Madame, turn pale and betray evident 
confiistoh as he cast his eyes on her ! — 
Anneblushed, buther conduct was perfect, 
because it was simple and natural. She 
received all the royal iamily graciously, 



Digitized by 



Google 



•'^"'^^^— ^"ii^^^ II I ^^mmmmm m M , .., . w ^m 



138 JANE OF FRANOB. 

but treated Louis with a slight increase 
of politeness, as if she did not wish to 
conceal that they were far from being 
strangers. Had she been colder, she 
would have indicated a fear of recalling 
former times, and afforded scope for ma- 
lignant interpretations. She afterwards 
paid attention to the other persons who 
surrounded her, and appeared to be very 
animated. And was it without effort 
and design, that she thus conducted 
herself? Certainly not; but it was with* 
out deception. Her behaviour was the 
result of delicacy devoid of artifice. 
Women, being accustomed from in- 
fancy to restrain sentiments and emotions 
of this nature, have naturally a command 
over themselves, which men cannot have. 
The modesty, which makes them so 
timid, becomes then their strength. 
Like all the virtues, it elevates the soul, 
and renders them capable of suppressing 
or disguising the secret movements of 
the heart which do not accord with their 
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duties. The unhappy Duke of Orleans 
departed, after this interview, irrecover- 
ably the slave of love, and overwhelmed 
with affliction. He could not conquer his 
fatal attachnoient by seeing the amiable 
object of it almost every day, and he 
irould not leave the capital, lest his ab- 
sence should be construed into exile. 
Embarrassed with Jane, dissatisfied with 
himself, and subjugated by a hopeless 
passion, he sunk into a state of melan- 
choly which was but too much observed. 
The King no longer felt any regard for 
-the Duchess of Beaujeu. Her hatred 
of the Duke of Orleans made him du- 
bious as to every thing she reported 
s^inst the Prince ; but this animosity 
was, nevertheless, a surety to the King 
thai he would be apprised of every thinig 
which could displease him . He resolved 
not to believe any communication of 
this nature, upon slight grounds, and per- 
suaded himself that he should always be 
able to distinguish between truth and ca- 
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kunny. This is a grefrt error and it is 
tbeerror of maoy Princes, Wbeiitbeywe 
sufficieDtly enlightened to be well con- 
Tiaoedthat their august character and dig- 
ait^ ini|>ose upon them the law of never 
listening to informers; or the enemies of 
those whom diey wish to know, they ar^ 
seldom ui^just, because they are then no 
longer abused. The extreme yoitfh of 
Charles was his excme in this rae^peet; 
besides he was in love, uneasy, jealouSt 
asKl weak ^lough to lend an ear to 
the perfidious insinuations of Mftdame, 
receiving every impression tiiat sipe 
wished to make. She first eadeavo^ured 
to obtain the cop:fidence of the Queen, 
who as yet knew no one at the French 
court; but h(n* advances were received 
with extreme coldness, and 9be lost all 
hope when she saw her Mcyesty becoming 
intimate with the Duchess of Orleans. 
From this moment she regarded the 
Queen as her enemy, and employed all 
the artifice and malignity of ber diameti£r 
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agiiiiart that august lady. Under the pre- 
fer! of teUing the King wbat was gene- 
mlly reported, ahe pretended that the me^ 
lanchoty, displayed by the Duke of Or- 
leans, waa allectatiosi , and in reality nothing 
but a perpetual public declaration of love 
to ike Queen, which her Miyesty ought 
to be modi offended at, wd treat with 
marked disdain. She added that, ac- 
cording to universal rumour, Jane was, 
by a species vof false generosity, at once 
romantic and criminal, the confidante 
of the Duke of Orleans, and that her in- 
timacy with the Queen was thought at 
least ridiculous and misplaced. All these 
observations and many ottier of the same 
nature poisoned the mind of a young in- 
experienced Prince. He became gloomy 
and thoughtful when witii tibe Queen and 
Jane. To the Duke of Orleans he dis-^ 
played a degree of ill temper which he 
had never before seen^ and at last went 
so fer as to tell Jane that her constant in- 
tercourse with the Queen displeased him. 
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These two Princesses felt for each other 
that solid esteem which is so easily formed 
and so durably established by a siipilarity 
of sentiment, a congeniality of taste and 
the sympathy of virtue- By a sort of 
tacit convention between them, the name 
of the Duke of Orleans was never men- 
tioned in their conversation, nor did they 
ever say a word which bore reference to 
him. Benevolent projects constituted 
the general theme of their discourse. 
Anne made several donations to churches 
by Jane's advice ; she conceived the de- 
sign of reforming the hospitals, of which 
it was decided that she should share 
the inspection and superintendance with 
Jane. She planned the institution of the 
Dames de la Cord,eliete^ which she es^ 
tablished a short time afterwards,* 

Jane, who was equally unhappy as to 
Jber husband and brother, resolved upon 
going to pass some time with her nunfi 

^Hi^toricaU 
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at Boui^es. She thought that Louis 
would perhaps miss her; she designed 
to write frequently^ to him, feeling that 
she could state many things by letter 
which she could not venture to mention 
in person ; and lastly, she was convinced 
that she should find, in pious solitude, 
those religious consolations which were 
become more necessary to her than ever. 
Louis appeared to be surprised and pain- 
fully affected when she asked his permis- 
sion to go to Bourges ; and when she was 
gone, he felt as if she had abandoned 
him. This idea completely crushed him. 
Dunois likewise announced that she was 
going to spend a fortnight at his castle 
for the purpose of causing a superb mar- 
ble tomb to be constructed, in which the 
remains of the Countess were to be de- 
posited. This tomb had been ordered by 
Jane, and the most skilful artists of the 
age were employed on it. The depar- 
ture of Dunois appeared to Louis like 
another abandonment of hiip ; for when 
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the heart is deeply afflicted, every thing 
wounds it and doubles its angiusb. 
Louis, when he convinced himself that 
Jane was become indifferent as to his 
isrfe, thought he was left alone in tiie unit- 
verse. 

** I will never recal her,'* said he. 
*^ She has ceased to love me, and I deserve 
it. She has forgotton the unhs^py at- 
tachment which she once felt, and even 
the constancy of Dunois is worn out. 
There is not a soul in the world, on whose 
esteem I can rely, and life must henceforth 
be to me a state of ii^pid vegetation.'' 

These thoughts tortured bis so«) and 
drove him to misantiiropy, till aft l^igth 
he adopted the resolution of shutting 
himself in one of his country houses, a 
dozen leagues from Paris. 

While he was thus, with diaiastisfied 
ill barao»r, accusing a heart which was 
im^pable of change, Jane sorrowfisBy 
pursued her way, thinking of him alone. . 
It was the decline of day and towards the 
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end of June, when she arrived^ Bourses. 
The nuns, who had been jnore than a 
year deprived of her presence, received 
her with great joy. They informed her, 
the same <^^niQg, that a few days after 
her last departure, an unknown lady of 
extraordinary beauty, snd iteeommended 
by the Archbishop, had been admitted 
as a noviemte, that she had bestow^ se- 
veral considerable gifts on the monastery, 
that she concealed her name and family, 
tfiat she edified the whole convent by her 
fervent piety, .and that having finished 
her noviciate, she was to pronounce her 
vows on the succeeding day. She had 
entered ihe convent under the humble 
name df Madeline. As die was pre- 
paring herself in private, for the cere- 
mony of her profession, Jane did not 
express a wish to see her, but it ws^ de- 
cided that the Princess was, on the fol- 
lowing day, to invest her with the bkcfc 
veil. When ail the nuns had retired ^t6 
sest, Jane kft her aparbnent to wand^i* 
Vol. II. H 
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alone through the cloister. In about 
half an hour, finding herself at one of 
the church^loors and perceiving that it 
was partly open, she entered this gothic 
building. It was only lighted by a feeble 
lamp which was placed in a little chapel, 
and left almost every part of the church 
in obscurity. Jane walked slowly, and 
as she advanced into this sanctuary of 
religion, she felt the sad agitation of her 
soul subside. Distressing recollections 
were effaced from her mind like airy 
dreams. A vague futurity, but immense 
and majestic, seemed to unfold itself be- 
fore her. This sublime contemplation 
casts a pleasing veil over the past, if no 
remorse opposes it, .while the] illusions^ 
pains and deceitful promises of life are 
dissipated and destroyed. — Jane entered 
the choir, : sunk upon her knees, and 
raising her pure hands to Heaven, thiis 
addressed her Maker: " Oh God, deliver 
me from, .the torment of an impassioned 
attachfiaent, Leave me all the generosity 
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of real friendship, with all the zeal and 
activity which profound piety can inspire. 
Leave me all the virtues of sensibility. 
Deign to remove from me the exaltation 
which leads me to fix my thoughts and 
wishes upon one object. Let the sacred 
fiame, which warms the immortal soul, 
apid by divine influence prepares it for 
eternity, purify my hea^;t day by day, 
so that it may henceforth wish only to rise 
towards thee, oh inexhaustible source of 
perfection and lightl Then shall I find 
internal peace and repose amidst the 
shades of night — ^then shall ingratitude 
and injustice cease to make m^ groan in 
Secret." 

.As. she pronounced these words, she 
started ; for she heard some one heave a 
dfiep sigh close to her. She turned her 
head, and her eyes being now accustomed 
to the darkness around her, she distinctly 
g^w a female, prostrate, only two paces 
from her. She instantly concluded that 
it was the novice, who was to take the 
h2 
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veil on the following day, arid who 
wished to pass a portion of 'the night in 
prayer. — Jane rose and approaching tier 
said : " Pious creatiire, Whose ^oul fs iiot 
led iastray by the chimeras of the world, 
pray for me!'* 

' At these words the novice arose, and 
seizing the robe of the Priricess, kissed it 
with convulsive sobs. Jane, aA^cted by 
her sorrows, leaned towarcis her and 
took one of her hands which she afrec- 
tionafely placed between her own ; then 
fearing that she might disturb her, she 
withdrew, left the church and refined 
her apartment. 

On the following day, the hour for tHe 
religious ceremony being arrived, Jane 
repaired to the church, "ahd tbok her sta- 
tion in the middle of 4he choir. The no- 
vice appeared with her fdce shrouded in 
a white veil. Jane, who had heard such 
praises of her beauty, awaited her with 
mingled curiosity and emotion. She ad- 
vanced with an unsteady step — she 
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evidently treiixl;>led. Th^ Princess, re- 
ceived a btlack veil firpin the female whp 
performed the duties of the superior in 
hw ab^^c? — the ^lovice sunk upon her 
If i^^es— her veil ^^ reeved— her coun- 

tei{|iapc^ was e^ppse^ to view ! Wit^i 

i^de^cribahle ^i^tress Jane recognised 
ti^e b^utifi^l Athenais^ forupierly the dis- 
tinguished fa^puritp of Louis. Pride, 
v^^fitio^ and ^haipe ^^d induced her to 
^i^it this world; repentance had kept 
^e^ in SQlitu(}e and had infused into her 
9ppl ^ S£(cre4 feeling which led her to ex- 
piate her faults by burying herself for 
t^^^ \n t^ i][|opa^try fhat Jane had 
Ipundj^jl. Tphp rival of the Duchess of 
Qrl^f}^, vi]\pi deyo^ing herself to pq- 
nif^nce, felt fj^at slje pughf to prefer this 
iq^fitfiticfi} to any fithpr. Wjth downcast 
eye» ^nd ^anfl^ cl^l^ly clasppd together, 
shp rpcejved the black veil which the 
ipuphessput upoij hpr head, saying to the 
latter in a low and scarcely articulate 
voice:'* Pardoji affd purify j^" 
H 3 
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" I should envy you/' said Jancf, 
" I should admire and love you/* 

After having received the veil from the 
hands of the Princess, Athenais rose, 
and castitig a timid glance towards her, 
saw that her face was covered with tears. 
Athenais took her hand with most af- 
fecting expression, and profound respect. 
After the ceremony, they retired together 
and Jane learnt with joy, from their con- 
versation, that religion, which can obtain 
pardon for our most grievous sins, can 
also heal the severest wounds of the 
heart. 

Jane, who had written to the Duke of 
Orleans, on her arrival at Bourges, re- 
ceived nothing in reply but a cold la- 
ronic note, which completed her cha- 
grin and dissatisfaction. The King'is 
marriage had rescued her from the in- 
fluence of a most dangerous rival, and 
she had experienced a secret delight in 
this, though she had sincerely renoun<?fed 
all the rights of a wife: but Louis still 
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loved the Queen pasisionately^ and he s^eem* 
ed to have forgotten all the sacrificed 
made by Jane. This unfortunate Prin- 
cess could miake no more^ and from the 
time that such was the case she ceased to 
be an interesting victim^ and a heroine 
ever ready to devote herselfc She could 
not endure the idea of he'mg naercly 
an . ordinal^ woman in the eyes of 
Louis; she knew that admiration and 
^atitqdevery seldom support themselves 
on recollection. The only returri slie 
could expect from Louis she did not ob- 
tain) and she therefore at length resolved 
tbMr to overpower the sentiments she 
stiU retained as to him, she would em- 
ploy all her, piety and strength of mind, 
still preserving for him every sensation of 
generous friendship. She ^f collected all 
she had done, all she had k^ffered ; and 
b^gaii to feel, for the first time, that 
if she could succeed in moderating so 
passionate an attachment, it would be a 
real happiness to her, when she received a 
H 4 
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iett^ from Danois, describiDg the me* 
kmcholy condition of the Duke and con* 
jwing her to^ return. 

*^ AkiS)'' said ghe, *' it ib not my ab- 
sence that distresses him, hot what of 
that? He is nnhappy, and therefore I 
ought to be with him/' 

She set dut immediately, and was not 
a little alarmed at the state in which sh€ 
found the Duke. He was passing his 
whole time alone in the country. Ikkr 
nois indeed was receired, but even his 
presence appeared to be irkscMUe. It 
was no longer possible to recognise the 
feeling and confiding Prince, over whoa 
Mendship exercised such sovereign sway. 
He was pale, dejected, silent, fierce! He 
no longer hoped for pity or consolation. 
Consumed b^y a passion, which was be- 
come as in^nsate as it was crimind, he 
passed sentence on himsdf and witii ex- 
eessive rigour. His affection was no 
longer returned. There was no illusion 
that could conceal from him the fiill ex- 
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tept qf his ve^n,^. fte y^m^ feoffevier, 
not in^npible to J^^e's sxn/^fl^ re^irn ; 
.1)6 wQvild jftt^er Jb^'Ve hefuri^ ,a thousaod 
j[;€|xrpaches tban haye tl^ought jlhis^ l^^^^as 
al^n^QBed ; but by pae p( ithose fiog^ta^ 
jtj^ Rumours wjbiich mqro^ejqesB w^l 
gj^ve way ^o, ^e jsuppressQd the plf^asvre 
ti^at he r^lly jf€|lt 99 again ]b)e^dii]gJiier, 
^d eyen aff^ted to feel 4>ffeQjce ft h<^r 
.coming to di^tiv*V:'bw in hi^ ^qliti^. 
J|ii^e was so d^ply woi^ndi^d that she 
would have attempted to as^pme a degree 
jOf carelessness, had she not been ^j:uc|^ 
by the al^ratioa in his appes^rance; hv^i 
,l>qing uneasy ,aS)toJii3he£^th, ^he^forgayf 
all,<a^d :tbo^g|M: /oqly of the meaps, bj||r 
which 4he coujd jr^n^er him.piqre coif^ 
foj^ble. She e^pployed her whde s^ 
^gfiCft^^nd .pe^tratiw jtodiijic^ver whi^t 

^tate l^eart* S^e^|(i|CQ6^^e<}. Ipa sboajt 
.t}Vf(py j^er ^n4m}ep^ reanim^ded hst 
flinging squl, and by,49gi;ees reconciled 

Jhim to hijnaelf. flp w^ W?^ i*>i^aP 
h5 
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much attention on her part, and his de^- 
jectcd mind Vegained its confidence. 
'Friendship again attached him to life. 
He thought he could surmount his cul- 
-pable passion, because Jane still esteemed 
and loved him. He remained three 
months in his country retreat, where no 
one, except Dunois, was admitted. The 
latter sometimes went to Paris, from_ 
which city he brought back intelligence; 
and when he was last there he heard of 
Madame's complete disgrace. The 
Queen, who was three years older than 
Charles, and a woman of very superior 
endowments, easily discovei'ed that the 
Duchess de Beaujeu was endeavouring' 
to injure her and made most pernicious 
imprefeions on the mind of the King. 
Anne came to a -long explanation with 
•bim . Her conduct was so irreproachable 
that the ascendancy over Charles, which 
love gave her, would by no means have 
been necessary towards her ju^ificatiou. 
On the very day that this interview took 
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place, Madame suddenly set out for 
Chantelle and never returned .♦ Her 
disgrace was to her a hopeless misfor- 
tune, unattended by any indemnification, 
for it did not even constitute the theme 
of general conversation, which is always 
in some degree consolatory to wounded 
pride. The measure was praised,^ but 
it excited no surprise, and no. ot^ 
ddgned to occupy himself with the sub- 
ject. This lofty, woman, whose passions 
were so violent, passed in ^rontinued 
exile the remnant of life till that time 
devoted toambition« After having 4^- 
iserved to be hated by h^r abuse of lu- 
lK>unded authority, she 4r^w contempt 
upon herself by des<;ending, ijft qjite of 
her rank, to act the subaltern pvt of 
ML intriguer. Prayidence ccm^e^mned 
,'iier to pc^etui^ obscurity. ; Even her 
/euemia^.&af^otb^r^ and this was a syf- 
rficient puai^hutfept- ; i, , 

* .Historical. 
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The Dvke df Orleans m-appeared at 
^oenrt just ivhen great prqiaratioHS ^fere 
iHalcitig for war again^ Italy. Clutiles 
aanoiHiced t)iat he shouM put fiimigelf at 
3ttie head "of his treeps. Louis earnestly 
idrireated perniisi^on to aceompany him, 
^rad dbtamed.a eommand of importance. 
The»Queen was declared R^ent, dxning 
the absence of Charles, and the army 
%tegan its march early , in spring * I wfll 
not attempt to descrifbe Jane's ^ef, when 
liouis, dressed in b^ martial ^hikbit, todk 
leave of her. What wmnan is ihere 
among us, who has not, in the coureof 
ffte last five andtwenty years^ ^xperiemjed 
<fbis 'dreadfoj he^t^breaking sensatioa, 
fep some '^bfect'ctf her lore?— ^omen 
are 'i3 ways the greatest «i]j9erei!s^by a Jong 
>War ; for anfbif ion add glory soon make 
'digues and dahgers ^fiimiliar, btit hew 
acciMstom^ourselve^^c^the^p^^tifal dread, 
tiiat every thing terrible and 'tragic, of 
' ■ » ' ■ - . - — ^ - i ■■ 
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vfhkh ifliaginatioB €»a fyvm au idea, wiH 
fall iipen a peraoB dear to the heart? 

Ja&e knew that ^pben Louis wenA to 
4ght ufider ^ opmmaiidof iij^ aoyeretgo, 
heeglow^d ^ith desire to siirp^ss the ta- 
kiits an^ vaSour, ^idi he.i^d ^dis^ilayed 
ait the bafttle of Saint-Aubin. flence it 
was certain that 4ie woirid »B€t xjoJy^ex- 
fiose himself to dangers, Jbiit that t^ 
would seek liielaiiytftfi avidity. Iftieiii- 
j^uetiides, :by which Jaiie vwas agiteted, 
convinced her tinove ttian .ever iof the 
jenei^crtic "feeling, i?i4iioh. attached henex- 
igtence to that .of Lcmki. >She wisheddo 
.^ andishtit lierself i&lher.itioiiastec^iat 
Boui^es, t^utdhe iQue^d idetait^iiibryiSmt 
.ahejuigfat &ayeiEbo4Ni)^ttaiQq,.iwi|ihnffAto]xk 
-iftiejoould «teep. Thisse^w^ i^tneeaste, 
.«>><apidiie;of omiiiaJiyiappincialHigieaQh 
•jtherla wotthf^Bpehi^Blniaft eafkvgfteKfomBg 
^tifgelimjfiiim^bmktM^^tk Tfa^y 

w»rex .alftiddl ^o$the I^oke of Onleafiishr- 
^idieyispdie iittte^-^iit vtfaey £^inpatbi»ld 
in the /affliistion . of : e^ iotfaer. . Jttne 
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shared the uneadiness, felt for a brother 
whom she sincerely loved ; and Anne 
thought that, on so alarming an occasion, 
,8he might, without any departure from 
her duty, feel a dread of the perils, to 
which the object of her first attdcbment 
.was exposed. Danger does not revive 
the affection which virtue has extin- 
guished, but it leads us back to forma: 
-times ;' and.coiuld she fail to recollect the 
.lerrdrs she experienced when the battle 
of Saint Aubin took place ? Frequently, 
• when she was for whole hours with no 
one but Jane, .would she silently press 
ithe liquid of the l^ten Their tears .flowed 
an/d they understood each 'Otha*. 
> Aime displayed, ^durang her regency, 
the firmness, ecooofliy, jiistke, benefi- 
icence &nd vigilance, which (iause&u|Nf!eme 
.|WPrer to be> t^pebted ;. for the true. ta- 
vtetits of soverdgtis are tibeii^imtiK^. « She 
-attended' isbotiveiy to [poblie affiara, and 
; formed' a court !wQdrthy of herself. It iras 
cteiracterised by. piety, withtiut .rigour, 
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arid gaiety united with goofl morals. 
If was she who first appointed maids of 
honour,* whose youth and beauty con- 
stituted the ornament of the court. As 
they were at liberty to marry, the noble- 
men and gentlemen were allowed to pay 
them attentions, and gallantry was com- 
bined with the strictest principles. Anne 
instituted the order of the Cordelier€s\ 
for the ladies ; but she only granted it to 
those who were distinguished by all the 
virtues, of which she herself was the 
model. This order was prodigiously ex- 
tended during her reign, but it did not 
survive its illustridus founder. 

Meanwhile, Charles proved, in Italy 
that he was worthy of conp^manding a 
French army. His tnarch^ were rapid, 
and his success corresponded with them. 
In thii» brilliadt expedition, the result of 
which was the conquest of the ; kingdom 
of Naples,^ the Duke of Orleans distin- 

- '* ■■■■ '' ■ III M ^ ■ I I I I ■ 

* * HistoriciO^. f Historical. X Historicak 
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guifihed iuniseif by fiigna) ej^ploitg. 
•Cbaries returnfid in ttriunph to Frmice 
irith bis brave wiaoriars. What return 
like that of a yictorious army, wbidb 
brings peace wh&k it ^ flaw uaany teais 
are wiped away, and when ike jsvjeats of 
war areiio longer feared , wbat enthusiasm 
is felt for the glory obtained by thoae 
iwbom we love ! 

jane received Louis with transports of 
joy which deeply allected him. He 
<;lasped her in bis arms, saying every 
thing tender and affectionate, which gra- 
titude and este^ coidd dii^pire. On the 
same day he again beheld the .Queen, 
ai^d it was with more uaeasineas than 
«ver. She 4iad acquired additionaldiarms 
JD ibis estimation, by the superior merit 
displayed during her i^gency. On the 
^foliowin^ day he Jleft Paris, niider the 
pretext of going to repose aftekr llie 
-ftttigues of the campaign, but {le was 
aeeompanied Jby Jane, Dunoia, and some 
ottter-firletids.. . iHoiw ^ppo^ :4i4 ;Jane 
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find herself f Louis was tend^ and kind 
towards ker, for be was pleased witii &e 
encomiums she liberally bestowed on the 
Queen, and the approbation, on her part^ 
of the esteem he fek for her Majesty. 
Jane resigned herself entivoly to the 
hopes which she had so long suppressed. 
She thought she was become so neoessary 
to the cotnibrt of Louis, that he eouhl 
never part with her, and disposed as she 
was to view every thiiKg in a fiivomble 
light, she even persuaded herself tiiat the 
passion, which he felt for the Queen, was 
ttot to be lamented, because it prevented 
any other. In a word, she oonviQced 
herself, with delight, ibstt oothing cc^ild 
henceforth disserve the tie which united 
her lord and herself. 

After having passed soBae tia^e in the 
country, Louis and Jane rejoined the 
court, vt^hieh was then at the castle of 
Amboi^ where Charles and Jane were 
bom. On their arrival they found all in 
confusion. People were running to ani4 
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fro in every direction. Questions wei^ 
asked in vain, and all tlmt could be 
heard was: " Will he recover? Is he 
deadr 

" Oh Heavens!'' exclaimed Jane. 
" What has h8^pened^ Let us hasten to 
the King r 

They alighted from the carriage, and 
entered the eastle. No one was to be 
seen in the hall. They ascended, the 
stairs, and there found all the guards in 
consternation, while a crowd of courtiers 
hastened towards Louis and proclaimed 
him King of France. CharlesV III was no 
longer in existence. He fell,while walk- 
ing in the gallery of the castle, and left 
this world in the flower of his youth, 
surrounded by the nobles of his court. 
An apoplectic stroke put a period to 
his life .in a iew, minutes^i*, * Jane was 
so overpowered by this intejijMge^ce, that 
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she seemed as if about to join ber un- 
fortunate brotber, and rested ber head 
on the shoulder of Louis, without being 
able to utter a word. He intreated her 
to retire to her apartment, and commis- 
sioned Dunois to conduct her thither, 
assuring her that he would shortly come 
to her, but that he wished first to ascer- 
tain in person whether it was not possi- 
ble to save the King. Every effiurt to do 
this was in vain, and Louis, after having 
fulfilled a painful duty, hastened to Jane. 
As he passed through the apartments, he 
perceived the Duke de la Tremouille, 
who was the commander, that made him 
a prisoner at the battle of Saint-Aubin, 
and who had ever since been his enemy. 
He was the only courtier who had not 
yet done homage to him. At his ap- 
proach La Tremouille drew back, and 
appeared as if he wished to retrace his 
steps, but the King called to him, aiid 
presenting his hand, said : " Approach 
wfth confidence, for the King of France 
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im// wvett ave^g4f tHd iniuries dan^ to 
the Ih$i^€ iff Orh0m^'^** FrpW thi« mg- 
meiait La IVemouille s:wore the same A4^ 
lily to. his new soyereigvn, wbipb be h^d 
€Kq>layed w t^servipeQf bt« pjced^eispr, 
and he kept his word. 

While Louis tm^evsed the ca^tle^ he 
was followed hy, a oiultitude ol all rank^ ; 
ft»r i^ch was the disorder, caused \y the 
uoexpectod eveat, that th$i peap%& in the 
ftreet freely tiered the eaatle aud joiued 
the cottrtiers. The miea oi Lisyus wsa that 
of genuine grief. His looks, apd a lew 
words, which caine from the hottom of 
his heart, won 23\ around him. They 
had kKeed Charles, but they had not lei- 
sure to regret the bested Kings at the mo- 
ment that a new reign was commenciug. 
At sudh a time how ipany pr^yects are 
fonqed! How completely do hope anjd 
ambition occupy die mind of tilie ftwar- 
tier! Much was texpected of ^quis^ 
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I^ppy presentiments announced afiater^ 
nal monardi, and the lore of the people 
paid by Anticipation for the good actitms 
of fqtiirity. 

Louis separated himself from hismime^ 
rons train at the door of Jane'S apart-* 
ment, which he entered with the liveliest 
emotion he had ever felt, ffc was aboUt 
to fulfil a great duty, but it was one 
which cost him a most distr^ing sacri- 
fice, and yet be felt a gratification in such 
beiiig the case. He knew how to A{>[^re- 
ciate the happiness, so rare in life, of 
being able to shew, by a single good ac- 
tion, all the goodness of heart, and 
strength of mind, which human naturta 
is capable of exhibiting. He expected 
to find Jane in her chamber with Dunois, 
but was told that she had expressed a 
"^ish to be alone, and was in her mbinet. 
He went to it, opened the door, and saw 
her on her knees, imploring the aid of 
the Almighty to support her firmness. 
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On hearing a noise, she rose and turned 
— she saw Louis approaching with 
open arms — and sunk to the earth. He 
ran to her, and throwing himself at 
her feet, said in a tremulous voice: 
" I am at length able to prove to you 
my tenderness and gratitude. Oh you, 
who are worthy of ascending the throne 
of the universe, if such an empire exist- 
ed — ^you, whom my heart prefers to all, 
receive from your husband the vow of in^ 
violable fidelity. How gratifying is it to 
me that I can renew it when I am able to 
offer you a crown !" 

At these words he stopped, and cast 
down his eyes which were filled with 
tears. Jane pressed one of his hands to 
her heart. 

" I recognise you, completely in 
this," said she. " The greatness of your 
feoul will always constitute my felicity, 
and wall never surprise me. Let me de- 
vote this mournful day to seclusion, 
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tears and prayers. To-morrow — to-mor-^ 
row I will answer you.— A thousand im- 
portant affairs demand your present at- 
tention. — Go. — This day I devote en- 
tirely to religion and the miemory of my 
brother.'* 

Louis kissed both her hands and silent- 
ly obeyed ; but on his reaching the door 
of the cabinet, Jane rushed towards him. 
" I have not thanked you," said she, 
throwing her arms round his neck.— 
'• Embrace me.— * Adieu.'* 

The last word was pronounced in a 
tone which rent the heart of Louis. He 
started — ^but Jane immediately disengaged 
herself from his arms. He retired, and 
his unfortunate consort felt as if she were 
alone in the world. She again sunk upon 
her knees^ and though unable to pray, 
from the acuteness of her suffering, re<- 
mained more than two hours in this po- 
sition. At length she summoned her for- 
titude again, and said: ^^ It is now time 
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to su5t. He has at least enabled me a/ 
hurt to pcfrfortn a part worthy of me.*— 
Y^, I am sore that the ilhision of his 
generous frieiKlship has led him, for« 
ffiMne^t, to believe/thati should accept 
his seductive offers ; but when be tM(4^ 
ledts wy paKt coiidudt, lie wtU at once l>e 
Andec^ed. Let me Mco«|>li^ my sad 
destiny/' 

^e snmmotied ^her 'sttttodants, and 
gave all the necessary orders for her de- 
parture towards midnight, enjoining thfe 
Mrictest secrecy :-^then ittsmissing them, 
i^he took her pen, and tnade a isort of 
^I'ill in fevour cf the persons who were 
attached to her, thcservants of her house* 
hold and nmny poor dqiendants. She 
then took from the casket tfaeminiature of 
Anne, which iLonis had presented to her 
when in prison, wiping to combine thki 
and h^r Will f#ith the anflf#ar which she 
bad promised 46 give on <iie following 
day. When *L6ms was to receive tb^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



JANE OF FRANCE. 109 

packet, she meant to be far on her road 
toBourges. 

At six o'clock in the evening, she 
distinctly heard an immense crowd, as- 
sembled in the court of the palace, re- 
peatedly shouting: ^^ Long live Louis 
the Twelfth!'* These words penetrated to 
her heart. 

" Unfortunate Charles," exclaimed 
she, shedding a flood of tears, ^^ it was 
the lot of us both not to be loved. Alas, he 
is not deeply regretted by any one except 
his sister. He has taken with him to the 
tomb all my hopes; for will a throne and 
love allow Louis to regret my absence ? 
Will he lapient a sacrifice which accords 
with all his secret wishes ? By burying 
myself for ever in a convent, and bind-^ 
ing myself by irrevocable vows, shall I 
even cause a few tears to flow ? Amidst 
the intoxication of their bliss, and the 
splendour by which they will be sur* 
rounded, will they bestow a thought upon 

Vof.. U. I 
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llMtt unhappy daughter of Kingis, who is 
rejected, repudiated, clad in hair^lolb, 
and buried in the obscurity of a dois- 
ter?" 

IBorra^ 'undoubtedly mingled modi 
bitterness with these crael/reflectians^aial 
Janfe:f<dlt Its iiiH fowe, but it had no irri- 
tating eiSFect. We are never uajust to- 
wards those we iove, exce^ ivrtien driven 
to' absolute de^air. 

At ten o'clock a message from the Kiagf 
was 'announced. This titie made Jane 
shudder. Persons entered and delivered 
to her, in the natne of Louis, the royal 
jewels which Anne had sent^to him. Ott 
the boic, i^hich Hsontained them, were 
these words, -written by Louis hiais^lf : 
** Tvfke Que^nof Fmnoe'' Jane's n^ig* 
BanftEnous heartfelt ^ ftiU value of this 
iietion. Aoney ds ^i-Ptinfcess ^wfeo W4is be* 
(NNUe anfttranger to i'rance, had returned 
Hkt jeNrels ; Louis had ^tcet^ted theo)^ 
«iid,iH preseiitiffg them to Jane, had pub- 
licly proclaimed herQw^^n of Fnmee^^Ster 
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lutviDg had a whole day tor qfte$t<m such 
a {NTOGeedin^, AU thme idcsa^ ocaurred» 
at the: same ti^ie, to her imagiiiatiaii, 
but dikd^QOi ia.any degree alt^r her resMo- 
JiKition. Tl^ uohappy Pruaeess found m 
thecO) ^ the contrary) a reward wwthy 
ol her* h<9ro«c ds¥o1iie«. Th^ new proof 
^ 9tff4km(mU QA the part ol* Louia, this 
IhriUiaoli triiH^pb of friendsihip over love, 
gowedbealkig haliB iptp^the dee^woiuids 
^ her heart With what? salis&ction die 
aQkipdwledged hei? awn injiistice aq4 iu" 
gmjkMllde ) '' Yes/' s^sfaa, '' li willex^ 
mtfd hi»a4nmti^ii». aii4 tha$( will secure 

M widnigfoti. sft waS'^etm.thepJEi^ 
l4€e^ s^ hm ^apnpigi^' was aqno^^ed^ 
Slie be«m«we«9r ^ad r$m^aied w^ 
<iimIiMsfettai69^WJXiH^« S«d4e«lysh0 
reeott«cted* ^w^ «n6 ^ hw^8i#9 of apart^ 
ta(M» w«sr next to 4o^gie«jt emiirt, and 
tiM* IJbe wiodew^hol it^wevejwt opfiapite 
to Idbose of ^ raoi9, in whi^ veve the 
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remains of her lamented brother.— ^She 
rose, went into this apartment, opened 
the window, walked into the balcony, 
and stood rooted to the spot at seeing 
the moumfiil spectacle before her. Th^ 
heat was excessive, and the night dark. 
The windows of Ae room, in which the 
corpse lay, were open, and the chamber 
was illuminated by a great number of 
wax tapers placed round a state bed; 
Upon this bed Jane saw her deceased 
brother, clad in his royal robes. She 
distinctly perceived the splendid diadem 
upon his head — ^the vain and fragile or^ 
nament, of which death had deprived 
him. She perceived too the sceptre of 
authority, placed in his motionless hand ; 
a;nd leaning over the balcony, exclaimed 
in a voice which was interrupted by her 
sobs : *^ Oh my brother, what a mourn- 
ful resemblance is there in our destinies ! 
It was in that same chamber that we both 
received the sad gift of existence. I now 
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see thee on the bed of death, and this 
day also terminates my public existence. 
But I must endure protracted agony, 
while thou art at rest. All the vanity of 
human affidrs is to thee extinct, and I 
renounce all the grandeur of this world. 
When thy remains shall be borne to their 
last home, I too shall enter the sepulchre 
which I have prepared for myself.'* 

She ceased, and raised her heavy eye- 
lids towards Heaven. At that moment 
the clouds dispersed, and she beheld the 
azure sky, covered with brilliant stars. 
The beautiful change made her revive — 
she felt as if Heaven opened to receive 
her-Hshe felt as if her soul was winging 
its flight thither. A celestial voice seemed 
to address her — she listened with rapture, 
and all her fortitude again inspired her. — 
She hastily returned to her cabinet — she 
put together the casket containing the 
miniature of Anne, the crown jewels, 
her willy and the bracelets which Louis 

i3 
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had ]b»g btffiH^ presented to hw, lihe o»Iy 
oraammt she had eretwon. She Itemed 
the whole intoa parcel, aad wfote upon rH 
these words : **/ o/fer to fftcQu^m M«im<^ 
vakmbh propmrtjf^ that h /ie^«e$i.''-<^«She 
theft eiil oSt one of hec long attbunii tresi* 
•es^. whk^ she destu^ to be the last 
pledgeof her attachoiefit to JUhais^;. ««id 
taking her pra, wrote widi n tremhli^g 
haod asifellows >-^ 

^ She, who has diaplajred so much 
talent, and soHiany Yirtaueaon thetfaronei 
musk not deaeend fnpi it Yea will he 
the best of Kings^ she tbe^ pi^lera. qf 
Queens.-^Can I compbun of my Iot» 
with such a eonvictf on ?^->l^e^ I depart^ 
penetrated with gratitude towMrdsryou.-^^ 
Ywat generosity has formed a saered ti^ 
vfhvh will uniite us all tti«(e ibr eT.ar» 
because it has^, made we the arbiter of 
your Satiny, and your happ^viessrwill ha 
dfeeted by me. That hapj^Qst ¥K 4m 
ooly gfatifleAtiQii I ean heowfrrth^ feal* 
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— Adieu — ^I have lived only to love you, 
I have wished for no human grandeur 
but such as would exalt you. I have 
known no amusement but such as pleased 
you. Through my whole life I have felt 
only one sentiment, of which you were 
the object. — ^I do not quit the court and 
the world, for I have seen you and you 
only. I bear into retirement only one 
recollection. — Adieu. — ^My last sigh, my 
last prayer will be for you." 



END. 
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M. picard is well known to be the most celebrated dramatic writer 
in France. The French Critics have pronouncied this to be one of the best 
novels that has appeared since Gil Bias. 

19. The MILESIAN CHIEF. A RdMAUCB. 
By the Author of MoMTOBio, 4 vols. 218. 

20. The WILD IRISH BOY. By the same 
Writer, 3 vols. 18s. ' 

21. The SONS of thb VISCOUNT, amd 
DAUGHTERS OF thb EARL, 4 vols. 2p«. , 

22. JL'lNTBlGUANTfi, or the WOMAN of 
the WORLD. By A. F. HoLstsiN, 4 Vols. aos. 

In the Pregg, 

• • ■ . • ■ • ■ ;J • 1- ': '- 

SIX WEEK'S RESIDENCE «t L0N6'« ot^ 
VOTARIES of FASHION, 2 vol. 
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